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Cabinet okays spending of budget fluids 

AMMAN (Peirii) — Tbe Government on Wednesday gave a p proval to 
and departments te start spending from the 1$S7 budget 
allocations. Toe order gives details aoout filling vacant posts and the 
m which the different -.'par^iLas will dispense with their 
allocations owing the current fiscal year. According to a Cabinet 
statement, a total of 5,816 new jobs in various departments and ministries 
nave been treated and are distributed as follows: the Ministry of 
*1* Ministry of Health — 1,100; the Ministry of 
™gher Education — 250; tfac Telecommunications Corporation — 75; the 
Ministry of Conunuincatioag — 200; the Ministry of Interior — 75; and 
tterestof the ministries and departments — 616. These new positions will 
be fnled m addition to 1,242 posts already vacant in different ministries. 
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1 9 000 children held hostage 

SAN SALVADOR (R) — A man and a woman armed with rifles and 
hand grenades stormed a primary school on Wednesday and took about 
1,000 children hostage, police and school officials said. Teacher Arely 
Zeledon told reporters the captors had asked for Red Cross representa- 
tives to come to the school and demanded safe passage to Nicaragua. 
Zeledon said tbc pair had surrounded themselves with their hostages. 
There was no immediate word on the reaction of the children or under 
what conditions they were being held. The man and woman burst into the 
San Jacinto unified school in a southern suburb of the capital at around 1 1 
a.m. local (1700 GMT), Zeledon said. Treasury police spokesman 
General RinaJdo Golcfaer said the identity of one of the assailants was 
known but that it was not dear whether the pair belonged to any of the 
left-wing guerrilla groups lighting the U.S.-backed Salvadorean govern- 
ment. Gen. Golchcr said the brother of one of the captors was on the 
scene trying to mediate and that the Red Cross was being prevented from 
entering die school while negotiations went on. 
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King receives 
Senegalese message 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Wednesday re- 
ceived a message from Sene- 
galese President Abdno Diouf. 
The message was' delivered to the 
King on Wednesday at tbe Royal 
Court by Senegalese envoy 
Ahmad Khalifeh Neyasi, presi- 
dent of the Islamic Agricultural 
Corporation in Senegal.. 

King sends good 
wishes to Bangladesh 

AMMAN (Petra) — Has Majesty 
King Hussein on Wednesday sent 
a cable of good wishes to Bang- 
ladeshi President General Hus- 
sein Mohammad Ershad congra- 
tulating him on the occasion of 
Bangladesh's National Day. In 
his cable the King wished Presi- 
dent Ershad con tinning good 
health and happiness and the 
people of Bangladesh further 
progress and prosperity. 

Pertmi’s condition 
worsens in hospital 


ROME (AP) — Former Presi- 
dent Sandro Perturi, 91, who col- 
lapsed Monday during a funeral, 
took a turn for the worse 
Wednesday and doctors said they 
will install a pacemaker. A 
medical bulletin issued by the 
Rome Polydinic Hospital said 
Mr. Pertini’s condition had been 
improving but worsened during 
die night. Mr. Pertini collapsed 
during the state funeral for an air 
force general killed last Friday in 
an attack claimed by leftists. 

Tindeman$ to meet 
U.N. chief on Mideast 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The chair- 
man of the European Community 
Council of Ministers, Belgian 
Foreign Minister Leo Tmdemans, 
will go to New York Thursday for 
talks with United Nations Secret- 
ary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar about tbe Middle East, 
the Foreign Ministry announced- 
Wednesday. The EEC last month 
gave its support to tbe idea of a 
U-N. -sponsored international 
conference to solve the Arab- 
Israel conflict. Mr. Tindemans 
will also discuss with Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar the Iran-Iraq war, and 
the situation in southern Africa 
and Central America, the minis- 
try added. The Belgian foreign 
minister has said earlier that he 
.was ready to go to the Middle 
East if chances existed for prom- 
oting the idea of an international 
conference. 

Muslim Brotherhood 
enters Egypt polls 


CAIRO (R) — A spokesman for 
the Muslim Brotherhood said 
Wednesday he hoped his banned 
organisation and its opposition 
party allies would win 30 percent 
of votes in next month's par- 
liamentary elections in EgypL 
The Muslim Brotherhood is cir- 
cumventing a ban on its activities 
dating back to 1954 by allying 
itself with die National liberal 
Party and the Socialist Labour 
Party for the elections on April 6. 
It won eight seats in 1984 in the 
last elections to tbe 448-seat Peo- 
ple's Assembly (parliament) 
when it stood in partnership with 
the opposition Wafd Party. 
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King reaffirms total 

commitment to efforts 
for int’l conference 

Soviet team voices support for Jordan’s endeavours 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hus- strong ties of friendship between 
sein on Wednesday reaffirmed Jordan’s total dJlftjo™ 

co mmi tment to efforts for convening a U.N.- e ration," Mr. Lawzi said, 
sponsored international conference describ- unfon roufi 
ing it as the only way to achieve peace in the . Gulf war w J" ch h « said ™ 

Middle East. mg a nagedy to the people of the 


King Hussein was speaking at 
a meeting with a visiting Soviet 
delegation from the Supreme 
Soviet 

Vladimir Orlov, head of the 
delegation, conveyed to the King 
the Soviet Union’s support for 
Jordan's endeavours for conven- 
ing die conference. The meeting 
at the Royal Court was attended 
by Ismail Hijazi, deputy speaker 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, and Hani Kbeir, Parlia- 
ment's secretary general. 

Mr. Orlov., who arrived in Am- 
man Tuesday on a week-long visit 
to Jordan, earlier held talks with 
Mr. Hijazi, who reiterated Jor- 
dan’s position with regard to the 
Middle East issue and the propos- 
al for an international confer- 
ence. Mr. Hijazi referred to the 
situation in the occupied Arab 
territories and spoke about 
Israel's arbitrary measures 
against tbe indigenous Arab 
population and the Jewish state's 
confiscation of Arab lands. 

He also outlined Jordan's par- 
liamentary' system and activities. ■ 


Several deputies took part in the 
discussions, which also covered 
Middle East issues, and. urged 
Moscow to exert more efforts on 
the international level for resolv- 
ing the Palestine problem. They 
also urged the Soviet Union ro 
use its good offices to end the 
Gulf conflict. 

Mr. Orlov said his country sup- 
ported Arab rights and backed 
Jordan's position. He said that 
the Soviet Union supported the 
idea of forming a special commit- 
tee to prepare for the proposed 
international conference to en- 
sure its success. 

Referring to tbe Gulf war, Mr. 
Orlov said the continuation of the 
fighting “is adversely affecting 
current efforts for ending the 
Middle East conflict.” 

The Soviet delegation met also 
with Ahmad AI Lawzi, speaker of 
the Upper House of Parliament, 
who paid tribute to the Soviet 
Union’s position with regard to 
the Middle East question. The 
visit of the Soviet delegation to 
Jordan' is' a- manifestation of' the’ 


strong ties of friendship between 
the two countries based on 
mutual respect and close coop- 
eration," Mr. Lawzi said. 

The speaker urged the Soviet 
Union to help bring an end to the 
Gulf war which he said was caus- 
ing a tragedy to the people of the 
region. 

Mr. Orlov said tbe Middle East 
question had a special role in 
Soviet policy and for this reason 
Moscow supported Jordan's en- 
deavours to bring a lasting peace 
to the region. 

Mr. Orlov said the root causes 
■of tension in the region stemmed 
from Israel's expansionist policies 
and its persistence in. ignoring 
peace initiatives. 



His Majesty King Hussein on Wednesday confers 
with Mr. Vladimir Orlov, bead of the Soviet 


parliamentary delegation currently on a visit to 
Jordan (Petra photo) 


Ghali: U.S. 
stand over 


Israeli- Arab statement 
backs peace conference 


PLO hinders OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

peace initiatives. . . , , . , . (Agencies) — Israeli and Palesti- 

Mr Or.ov andjje defegadon WaShingtOn S 
were later received by Forcjgn f . Palestinian newspaper editor 

Minister Taber AJ Masn. The MlQgaSt fO© Hanna Siniora issued on Wednes- 
mmister and the delegation re- IVIIUtiCAOL I tJIO 


viewed Jordanian-Soviet relations 
and Mr. Masri paid tribute to 
Moscow and its support for Arab 
causes and rights and said that the 
views of both sides were identical 
on many world issues, specially 
nuclear disarmament and en- 
deavours for enhancing world 
security and peace. 

Mr. Orlov paid tribute to King 
Hussein's efforts on the interna- 
tional level to enlist support for 
tbe proposed Mideast conference 
which seeksjo establish a lasting 
'peace fif 'the region. 


Carter calls on Reagan administration 
to accept idea of world talks on Mideast 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Former U.S. Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter on Wednes- 
day urged the administration of 
Ronald Reagan to accept the 
concept of an international peace 
conference to negotiate a settle- 
ment to tbe Arab-Israeli conflict. 
He said the conference was “an 
excellent approach” to peace 
negotiations." 

Mr. Carter said his views on 
the proposed conference were 
compatible with those of Jordan 
and Syria, and expressed hope 
that Israeli leaders and the 
Reagan administration would be 
as flexible as His Majesty King 
Hussein and Syrian President 
Hafez AJ Assad. 

The former president, who is 
scheduled to meet with Israeli 
leaders on Thursday, said he be- 
lieved that Israel “should with- 
draw from the occupied Arab 
territories.’' He said that Palesti- 
nians under Israeli occupation 
should be granted the right to 
self-determination or full 
autonomy. 

Mr. Carter told a press confer- 
ence be opposed tbe principle of 
the establishment of an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state in the occu- 
pied territories and proposed 
“some sort of relation with Jor- 
dan to be determined by the 
people involved.” He later refer- 
red to a federation or confedera- 
tion. between the Kingdom and 
the territories.' 


On his talks with King Hussein. 
Mr. Carter said “it's obvious the 
King is deeply dedicated to the 
cause of peace.” He described 
Arab leaden he met during his 
tour as having “a great deal of 
flexibility" vis-a-vis the interna- 
tional conference. 

Asked whether he would be 
carrying any specific impressions 
to Israel, Mr. Carter said his talks 
with Arab leaders indicated that 
“peace can be pursued,” adding 
that however, these impressions 
“will not be news because tbe 
Israelis already know this.” 

“As one of the authors of 
Camp David,” Mr. Carter said, 
“I hope I will.be able to have 
some impact” on the Israeli 
leaders. 

He said that the Camp David 
treaty, signed eight years ago, 
on Thursday, had “served its 
purpose” but that an Internation- 
al conference at this stage would 
be “more suitable for the ulti- 
mate outcome of peace negotia- 
tions.” 

On his talks with Mr. Assad, 
tbe former president praised Sy- 
rian efforts towards securing free- 
dom for American hostages held 
in Lebanon. "President Assad is 
determined that no terrorist acts 
would originate from his coun- 
try,” he said. 

Replying to a question on 
whether he bad met with Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) officials during his tour, 
which also took him to Egypt and 
Algiers, Mr. Carter said: “1 have 


met with PLO officials in Egypt 
and Jordan m the past. As a 
private citizen, I have no con- 
straints to meet PLO officials.*' 
He did not say whether be had 
such meetings during his present 
tour. 

On the crisis in Washington 
over the secret arms shipments to 
Iran, Mr. Carter said the scandal 
“embarrassed tbe president (Mr. 
Reagan) and shocked the world.” 
He added that “it wouldn’t have 
happened had I been in office.” 

Earlier on Wednesday, Mr. 
Carter, now a professor at Emery 
University, delivered a brief lec- 
ture at the World Affairs Council 
in which he reviewed tbe U.S. 
foreign policy in the Middle East 
during his administration. 

During a visit he made earlier 
to University of Jordan, Mr. Car- 
ter told a gathering of academics 
including the presidents of Jorda- 
nian universities, that his visit was 
aimed at contributing to “bring- 
ing views closer" - towards a 
peaceful settlement to tbe Middle 
East problem. 

University of Jordan President 
Abdul Salam AJ Majali said in a 
statement during the meeting that 
the U.S. support for Israel “limits 
its role in the region” in the 
search for peace. 

He said that the U.S. opposi- 
tion to Palestinian rights was 
“surprising, .considering Amer- 
ican principles of freedom and 
equality ana self-determination." 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt said 
Wednesday Washington's refusal 
to talk to the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) hindered its 
role in the search for a Middle 
East settlement. 

“The United States is more 
qualified than any other power to 
help attain this solution." Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign Affairs 
Boutros Ghali told a symposium 
on Egyptian-American relations. 

“But what hinders this positive 
U.S. contribution is certainly the 
refusal to talk to that organisation 
which is universally recognised as 
representing the Palestinian peo- 
ple, namely the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation.” 

Dr. Ghali underlined Egypt’s 
support for an international Mid- 
dle East peace conference under 
United Nations auspices, saying it 
would give hope to Arabs and 
Israelis. 

“The U.S. has its reservations 
on the idea, but I am convinced 
that the U.S. in its quest for 
peace, shall be willing to knock at 
every door,'* he said. 

Dr. G halfs remarks came one I 
day after Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Esmat Abdul Meguid dis- 
cussed details of the conference 
with a U.S. envoy, in what 
seemed to be a fresh sign of 
Washington's interest in explor- 
ing the idea. 

In a separate statement mark- 
ing the eighth anniversary of the 
U.S. -brokered Egyptian- Israeli 
treaty, Dr. Ghali said Israel was 
creating “additional obstacles” in 
the way of peace by continuing to 
occupy Arab territory.” 

“The treaty cannot be com- 
plete until the Palestinian people 
get their right to self-determina- 
tion,” he said. 

The anniversary of the treaty, 
signed by the late Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat and former 
Israeli Prime Minister Menacbem 
Begin, falls on Thursday. 

In a further flurry of contacts, 
Mr. Abdul-Meguid had talks on 
Wednesday on the proposed con- 
ference with PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat's political adviser, 
Hani AJ Hassan, who delivered a 
message to President Hosni 
Mubarak from Mr. Arafat on 
Tuesday. 


Tehran says U.S. and Israel U.S. hostage’s wife appeals 
behind kidnapping of Iranians to kidnappers to release him 


NICOSIA (AP) — U.S. and Lebanon in July 1982 during the 
Israeli intelligence agencies were Israeli invasion, 
involved in the 1982 Jtidnappine of The radio said tbe kidnappings 
three Iranians in Lebanon that “took place according to a plan 
triggered suicide bombings by American and Israeli intelli- 
against their military bases in gence services.” 

LefejBjsj, Tehran Radio reported Tehran ^ ^ not ^ 

.. The state-nin radio, monitored, 
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news agency, were kidnapped by were part of a Multi-National 
right-wing Falangist, gunmen in Force sent to Beirut. 


BEIRUT (AP) — The wife of 
American hostage Alann Steen, 
whose captors say he is ill and 
may die soon, pleaded Wednes- 
day for his release. 

There was no word on the fate 
of another hostage. Frenchman 
Jean-Louis Nonnaridin, one day 
after the group holding him re- 
newed a threat to kfll their cap- 
tive. 

Virginia Rose Steen said her 
husband's captors “should re- 
lease people that are sick so tbe 
person can get the best medical 
treatment possible.” 

“So I hope he would be re- 
leased very soon,” Mis. Steen 
told reporters. 

Islamic Jihad for the Liberation 
of Palestine said Monday that 
Mr. Steen was so 31 he “may die 


in 10 days. ” It offered to free him 
if the United States pressured 
Israel into releasing 100 Arab 
prisoners. 

Mr. Steen, 47, two other 
American professors and an Indi- 
an professor were kidnapped Jan 
24 from Beirut University Col- 
lege (BUC) where they taught. 

Israel has refused to consider 
the kidnappers' demand and the 
United States has refused to 
pressure Israel into considering 
their offer. 

Meanwhile, ±e Abu Dhabi 
newspaper AJ Ittihad quoted 
"well-informed diplomatic 
sources” as saying Syrian forces 
deployed in Beirut have located 
Steen and the three other hos- 
tages .who were kidnapped at 
BUC. 


Palestinian newspaper editor 
Hanna Siniora issued on Wednes- 
day a rare joint statement calling 
for an international Middle East 
peace conference. 

“Negotiations... should be con- 
ducted within the framework of 
an agreed international confer- 
ence and directly between recog- 
nised and legitimate representa- 
tives of Israel, Jordan and the 
Palestinian people...,” the state- 
ment said. 

“A peace settlement must con- 
tain elements meeting the legiti- 
mate security rights of Israel and 
the legitimate national rights of 
the Palestinians,” it added. 

. The statement followed 
months of talks, but its failure to 
refer explicitly to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
led some prominent Palestinians 
to withdraw support at the last 
minute, Mr. Siniora told Reuters. 
Mr. Siniora is a noted PLO sup- 
porter who regularly meets PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Mr. Eban, bead of parliament’s 
influential foreign affairs and de- 


fence committee, said in a radio 
interview after the signing that 
the statement was an attempt to 
show peace efforts were not stale- 
mated. 

“First it shows we are not in a 
deadlock, tht we are for a peace- 
ful solution and not of course for 
violence. This is important com- 
ing from the Palestinian side,” 
Mr. Eban said. 

“There were problems for both 
sides in signing but to me, we 
were paving the way for a PLO 
presence at the conference 
table," Mr. Siniora said. 

The text was signed by three 
other Palestinians. Bethlehem 
Mayor Elias Freij and Nablus 
businessmen Said and Basel Ka- 
naan, together with Mr. Eban 
and Labour parliamentarian Ora 
Namir. 

The Palestinians who were due 
to sign but withdrew support in- 
eluded Hebron ex-mayor Mus- 
tapha Matche, lawyer Ziad Abu 
Ziad and newspaper editor Jack 
Khazmo, sources said. 

Israeli Labour parliamentarian 
Rafi Edri also decided against 
signing at the last moment, the 
sources added. 


Israel 
to expel 
Al Najah 
student 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities on Wednesday 
ordered the expulsion of a 
Palestinian student accused of in- 
citing violence and membership 
in the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). a military 
spokesman said. 

The army ordered the deten- 
tion of the student. Khalil Ashur. 
44, of Al Najah university in 
Nablus, until his deportation for 
which no date has yet been set. 
added the spokesman. 

It was Israel's 16th expulsion 
order against Palestinians from 
the occupied territories since a 
crackdown on Palestinian activ- 
ists was launched in August 
1985 

Most of the Palestinians were 
deported io the East Bank. 

Al Najah is the West Bank's 
largest Palestinian university and 
a frequent rite of clashes with 
Israeli troops. It has a student 
body of more than 3,000. 

The spokesman contended that 
Mr. Ashur was responsible for 
organising violent protests at ihe 
campus last month. Mr. Ashur, a 
resident of the Askar refugee 
camp outside Nablus, spent 12 
years in prison between 1970 and 
1982 for allegedly participating in 
a grenade attack and being an 
active member of the PLO, 
according to the spokesman. 

Since then, he was also de- 
tained without trial for 12 months 
under an administrative deten- 
tion order, the spokesman said. 

Mr. Ashur can appeal against 
the order to a military tribunal 
and Israel's supreme court, 
although both have rejected chal- 
lenges to previous expulsion 
orders. 

Israel has expelled two other 
Palestinians in the last three 
months — East Jerusalem news- 
paper editor Akram Haniyeh in 
December and Mohammad 
Yousef Dahlaan. 


East bloc urges West to accept missiles deal 


MOSCOW (R) — Warsaw Pact 
foreign ministers concluded (heir 
first meeting since last October 
on Wednesday with an appeal to 
the United States and its allies to 
accept a Soviet offer on removing 
all medium-range missiles from 
Europe. 

“The signing of such an agree- 
ment would open the way for the 
complete elimination of nuclear 
weapons from Europe,” a Soviet 
deputy foreign minister, Vadim 
Loginov, told a news conference 
after the two-day talks. 

He said the ministers had also 
called for an international con- 
vei ion banning chemical 
weapons, urged an end to nuclear 
weapons tests and restated their 
opposition to the U.S. “Star 
Wars” plans for an anti-missile 
defence partly based in space. 

The meeting, the first at minist- 
erial level since shortly after the 

Libyans 
said leaving 
Faya Largeau 

PARIS (AP) — The Chadian 
government, in three days of 
fighting against Libyan troops, 
says it killed 2,055 and took 559 
prisoners in what French military 
officials consider a turning point 
in President Hissene Habre’s 
struggle to push the Libyans out 
of northern Chad. 

In a fierce two-hour battle Sun- 
day, government troops routed 
the garrison at the major Libyan 
air base at Ouadi Doum, des- 
troying or capturing vast amounts 
of military equipment. Informed 
sources in Paris said Libyan col- 
umns also bad begun pulling out 
of Faya Largeau, Libya's last 
major stronghold in Chad. 

The Paris sources said the Li- 
byan garrison at Faya Largeau, 
150 kilometres south of Ouadi 
Doum. began evacuating early 
Wednesday in a slow and disorga- 
nised manner. 

The French Defence Ministry 
would not immediately confirm 
the withdrawal from Faya 
Largeau. 


U.S.-Soviet summit in Reykjavik 
last October, was designed to set 
out Warsaw Pact views on arms 
control ahead of a visit to Mos- 
cow next month by U.S. Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz. 

Mr. Sbultz’s talks with Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev and 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze are expected to dwell 
on the Kremlin’s offer to make a 
separate deal with the United 
States on limiting medium-range 
missiles in Europe. 

Mr. Loginov, addressing West- 
ern concerns over the Soviet Un- 
ion’s numerical superiority in 
shorTer-range missiles, said Mos- 
cow was ready to open talks on 
these weapons as soon as an 
agreement on medium-range 
forces was achieved. 

He said the Kremlin hoped for 
an accord that would reduce the 
number of shorter-range missiles 


in Europe, rather than an agree- 
ment which would permit the 
Atlantic alliance to build up its 
strength to match that of the 
Soviet Union. 

A senior Soviet aims control 
official, Viktor Karpov, said last 
weekend that the United Stales 
was damaging the prospects for a 
medium-range missiles deal by 
demanding the right to convert its 
Peishing-2 rockets into shorter- 
range missiles. 

Some U.S. and allied officials, 
while welcoming the Soviet 
medium-range missiles offer, 
have said the West must not 
accept it without setting the 
problem of the shorter-range 
weapons, defined as those with a 
range of up to 1 .000 kilometres. 

Mr. Loginov said the Warsaw 
Pact meeting had been devoted 
largely to issues of European 
security. 


Andreotti drops coalition efforts; 
early elections seen possible 


ROME (R) — Veteran politician 
Giulio Andreotti abandoned his 
attempts to form a government 
on Wednesday, leaving Italy on 
course for early elections, politic- 
al sources said. 

Christian Democrat Andreotti 
told President Francesco Cossiga 
he was unable to reconstruct the 
outgoing five-party coalition after 
two weeks of negotiations, the 
sources added. 

The two men had a 20-minute 
meeting Wednesday evening be- 
fore Mr. Andreotti, the foreign 
minister in the outgoing adminis- 
tration, announced his decision to 
give up his mandate as prime 
minister-designate. 

Mr. Andreotti’s hopes had 


rested on a complex new plan for 
settling a dispute between his 
Christian Democrats and the 
Socialists of outgoing Prime 
Minister Beirino Craxi about 
three referendums on nuclear 
energy, due in June. 

Political sources said that if Mr. 
Andreotti, five times prime 
minister and one of Italy’s most 
experienced politicians, was un- 
able to rebuild the coalition the 
task was probably impossible and 
elections, scheduled for next 
year, would have to be brought 
forward. 

Elections could be held on May 
31 if called by mid-April, they 
said. 


BOOKS AT A SPECIAL DISCOUNT 

The Book Exhibition at the Sayegh Commercial Centre in Abdali Is 
displaying the latest in Politics. Art, Middle Eastern and Children's books 
from all countries of the world. 

Open dally from 9 am to 9 p.m. until April 8. 
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Egypt demands withdrawal 
of Libyan troops from Sudan 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Accusing Libya of “irres- 
ponsible actions,” Egypt demanded on Wednesday 
withdrawal of Libyan troops said to have intruded 
into Sudan. 

Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul Egypt and Sudan are bound by 
Meguid told reporters that a 1976 mutual defence pact and a 
Libya's behaviour threatens the “brotherhood charter” for close 
stability of northern Africa. cooperation that was signed this 
Sudanese Prime Minister year. Under the military pact, the 
Sadek A! Mahdi told the Consti- two countries would aid each 
tuent Assembly, Sudan's parlia- other in the event of external 
meat, on Monday that up to aggression. 
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“Egypt fully supports the stability of the region and the 
Sudanese government position in security and territorial integrity 
demanding the withdrawal of Li- of Sudan. _ . 

byan forces present on Sudanese 

territory adjacent to the Chad ~ Egypt holds that these irres- 

border,” Mr. Abdul Meguid said, possible actions by Libya under- 


mine this stability and threaten 
neighbouring countries." 

He said Egypt also “condemns 
Libya’s continued attacks on 
Chad,” where France and the 
United States say 11,000 to 
14,000 Libyan troops are support- 
ing Chadian rebels against Presi- 
dent Hissene Habre's army. 

In N'djamena Chad’s military 
high co mmand said Wednesday 
troops killed 1,269 Libyan sol- 
diers in routing a 5,000-strong 
force to capture Tripoli’s major 
air base in northern Chad on 
Sunday. 

In its first published casualty 
list from the fierce battle for 
Ouadi Doom Air Base, the high 
command said 438 Libyans were 
taken prisoner, while 29 Chadian 
soldiers were killed and 58 
wounded. 

It said the prisoners included 
the regional commander. Col. 
Khalifa Abdul Gassim Hastar, 
while his deputy. Col. Gassim Ali 
Abu Nawar, was among the 
dead. 

The Chadian army also cap- 
tured substantial amounts of 
weaponry, including 11 Czechos- 
lovak-made L-39 bombers, three 


Qadhafi: War could lead to Khomeini’s downfall 


BEIRUT (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi has said the 
“crazy war” between Iran and 
Iraq could lead to the collapse of 
Tehran’s revolutionary Islamic 
government, a Palestinian maga- 
zine reported. 

'The imperialist powers want 
to destroy the Iranian revolution 
and want Iraq to drown in this 
crazy war,” Col. Qadhafi was 
quoted as saying by Ai Hurriyah, 
a weekly published by the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP). 

The DFLP provided a copy of 
the latest edition of the Cyprus- 
based magazine to Reuters in 
mainly Muslim West Beirut 
Wednesday. It did not say when 
Col. Qadhafi gave the Tripoli 
interview. 

“... I fear the continuation of 
this war could lead to the collapse 
of the Iranian leadership,” Col. 
Qadhafi said. 

“The Iranians might dis- 
approve of what I say. Of course I 


don’t wish for the fall of the 
Iranian leadership, but I fear... 
the continuation of the conflict, 
in which case America could 
bring in what it calls a moderate 
leadership to replace the revolu- 
tionary one.” 

He described the six-year war 
as “an international impe rialis t 
conspiracy” aimed at destroying 
both Iran and Iraq because the 
two states posed a threat to 
Israel. 

Col. Qadhafi urged aO Palesti- 
nian, factions to meet to settle 
their differences and, if neces- 
sary, put Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PL0) leader Yasser 
Arafat on trial. 

“If Arafat is the problem, let 
the Palestinians meet and, if be is 
really a traitor, then he should be 
put on trial and isolated,” he 
said. 

Damascus held the key to the. 
five-month “camps war” between 
Pales tinians and SM’ite Muslim 
fighters in L&anoiu he said. .. 
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“The fact is that tbe key to 
solving this problem is with Syria. 
Syria can end the war of the 
camps- he said. 

On Chad, Col. Qadhafi said 
Libya was ready to supervise 
peace moves “but tbe French and 
Americans don’t want to see this 
reconciliation because they would 
not be able to justify their milit- 
ary presence.” 

Chad’s Military High Com- 
mand said earlier Wednesday its 
troops killed 1,269 Libyan sol- , 
(tiers in routing a 5,000 strong 
force and capturing Tripoli's key 
airbase in northern Chad. 

“We have said we don’t have 
any problems with Chad. It is the 
problem of colonialism which has 
returned to Chad/’ CoL Qadhafi 
told the weekly. 

France supports the Chad gov- 
ernment of Hissene Habre 
against the Libyan-backed Tran- 
sitional Government of National 
Unity (GUNT) . : 


Soviet MI-24 fighter helicopters 
and a large number of tanks, as 
well as hundreds of other vehicles 
armed with guns or anti-aircraft 
missiles. 

Following Sunday’s battle, 
French officers said the fall of 
Ouadi Doum deprived Libya of 
its only hard runway air base in 
Chad. Its main strongpoint, Faya 
Largeau some 230 kilometres 
north of tbe so-called “red line” 
along the 16th parallel, was left 
increasingly exposed. 

The 16th parallel divides the 
central African country into gov- 
ernment-held zones in the sooth 
and mainly Libyan-controlled 
areas in the north. 

The capture of the air base 
followed the taking of the oasis i 
town of Fada north of the red line 
by Mr. Habre’s forces in January. * 

Chad’s high command said its 
army destroyed a considerable 
amount of Libyan equipment in , 
the fighting around Ouadi Doum, 
including four L-39 bombers, two 
Soviet Tupolev 22 bombers and 
one Soviet MIG-21 fighter. 

It also destroyed six other air- 
craft, three helicopters, 47 T-55 
tanks, as well 1 as armoured vehi- 
cles and heavy artillery. 

Court permits 
testimony of 
W. German 
in trial of 
Demjanjuk 

■ TEL AVIV (AP) — Judges hear- 
ing the trial of John Demjanjuk 
ruled Wednesday to allow testi- 
mony from a West German -oat* 
attorney who prosecuted SS 
officers from a camp where Dem- 
janjuk allegedly trained as a Nazi 
guard. 

Demjanjuk’s American attor- 
ney Mark O’Connor tried to 
block Hdge Grabitz of Hamburg, 
West Germany, from test i f y ing, 
claiming the defence had not 
been given enough time to pre- 
pare for her testimony. 

Mrs. Grabitz was the prosecu- 
tor in. the .3972*76 trial of Na 2 i 
officers^ at- Trawpfld. - 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An exirihmon of photographs by 
French artists entitled ‘T.’Oeil ct 
L’Oreflk’’ at the French fMmrrf Cen- 
tre (until March 27). 

* The It alian embassy presents an 
exhibition entitled “fffeaamg on tbe 
Past The Rome Project” at the Royal 
Cnknral Cadre (ami Match 29). 

SONGS 


* By Mrs. Tama Nasser at the 
theatre of the Royal Cultural Centre 
Thursday at 840 p.m. 

PLAY 


” “Arabic plays for children daily at 
1040 aau. and 3 JO p-m. at the Royal 
Cultura l Centre (imra Much 31). 

VIDEO 


* “Lcs robots et ks bournes” at 440 
P-m. Thnsdy at the French Cultural 


from Martaha and Jeeasfa (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening bouts: 9.00 ajn.-5 pan. 
Year-romd. TcL 651760. 

Jordan Aidmbgjcal Mamma: Has 
an n c ellm co fl cction of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal AI QsFa 
(Citadel H3I). Opening horns; 940 
ajm.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 
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“CWHrts'i Heritage and Science 
M u seum ." Fnq and knowledge for 41 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open aB week 940 
tun. - 1 pan. and 3J0p jb. - 640 p.m. 
Closed on Friday. 
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liana Annan Chb. Meetinrs every 
fiat and third Wednesday at the Hot 
day Inn, 1J0 p-m. 
lions FUaddpUa CUi. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7J0 pjn. 
WMi d f l p h fa Rotary dab. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Hobday Inn, 
1 JO p.m. 

Mary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 240 
pjn. 

Royal AsriomoMk CM. Jabal Am- 
man, Eighth Code. TeL 816534, 
837534. 
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St- Joseph Cl — d i (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. TeL 624590. 
dank of tbe A imam India (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Loweibdelu TeL 
63744a 
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T ar— itr Chink (Raman Catbofic), 
Jabal Law e ibde h , mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5J0 
p-m. Td: 622366 

Chorth of the Aai— a is t k n (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdiH, TeL 62354L 
Anglican Onarh (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, TeL 678906. 
lAnoeufun Catbofic Church Asfarafieh. 
TeL 771331. 

Armed— Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh, TeL 775261. 

St. Ephraim Chnk (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh, Td. 771751. 

Ah— Irtmatioaal Ch— ch (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, TeL 
677534. 

Evaanefical Ch— ch Jabal 

Amman, 6th Grde, (Rev. N. Srair), 
TeL 811295. 
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King Fahd, 
Thatcher 
hold talks 

LONDON (R) — King Fahd of 
Saadi Arabia met Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher for talks 
Wednesday. 

During the talks at 10 Downing 
Street, Mis. Thatcher’s official 
residence, the leader of one of' 
the Arab World’s most influential 
states was also expected to bring 
up the Golf war and the stalled 
Middle East peace process, British 
officials said. 

At a state banquet in honour of 
King Fahd Toesaay night, Queen 
Elizabeth said Britain would do 
all it could to solve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and end the war 
between Iran and Iraq. 

Wednesday’s talks are consi- 
dered the most important part of 
the 65-year-old king's four-day 
state visit to Britain, which has so 
for been largely taken up with 
ceremonial duties aimed at 
strengthening ties between the 
■royal families of the two coun- 
tries. 

U.S. says 
world 
interests 
at stake in . 
Gulf war 

WASHINGTON (USIA) — A 
U.S. Defence Department offi- 
cial said March 24 that the in- 
terests of most of the civilised 
world are at stake in the Iran-Iraq 
war. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defence Frank Gaffney told a 
Foreign Press Centre briefing 
that the conflict affects more than 
those nations bordering the Gulf. 

Ail countries that rely upon ofl 
from that part of the worid and 
that desire a stable Middle East 
“must appreciate that their in- 
terests are at stake there,” he said' 
at a briefing on the new Defence 
Department report entitled 
“Soviet Military Power, 1987.” 

Mr. Gaffney reaffirmed the 
U.S. commitment to achieve an 
end to the Iran-Iraq conflict 
“which will ensure that there is 
no victor, there is no loser, but 
that we axe able to return to the 
status qno in a way thai permits a 
bass tor stability.” ‘ 


Tunisia reiterates support for Iraq 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Pres- 
ident Habib Bourgmba of Tunisia 
reiterated Wednesday that his 
country supported Iraq in its war 
with Iran, now in its seventh year. 

The official Iraqi News Agency 
ENA said Mr. Bourgmba express- 
ed solidarity with Iraq in its “just 
defence for sovereignty and for 
peace” in a verbal message con- 
veyed to President Saddam Hus- 
sein by Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Hedi Mabrouk. 

Mr. Mabrouk arrived in Bagh- 
dad Tuesday night on a previous- 
ly unannounced visit to Iraq. 

Mr. Hussein said he appreci- 
ated Mr. Bourguiba’s “principled 
and brave positions in support of 
Iraq in its just battle against 


Iran,” INA reported. 

The agency also said that waq 
bad called for a meeting ui 
Arab League’s seven-member 
committee assigned to monitor 
developments in the wan 

It said the secretariat of the 
Tunis-based League would distri- 
bute the request to the commit- 
tee’s member-countries — Alger- 
ia, Iraq, Kuwait, Morocco, North 
Yemen, Saudi Arabia and 
Tunisia. 

Meanwhile, Tunisian Prime 
Minister Rachid Sfar was quoted 
Wednesday as saying the con- 
tinuation of the Iran-Iraq war 
invites an intervention in the Gulf 
region by foreign powers. 

An interview with Mr. Sfar was 


raWisbed by tbe Iraqi magazine 
Aief Baa and excerpts were car. 
ried by the government Iraqi 
News Agency, monitored in 
Nicosia. 

The magazine quoted Mr. Sfar 
as saying the ctfflrinraiioa of the 
Gulf war “will give foreign forces 
an excuse for intervention in the 
area." INA reported. 

Mr. Sfar called on Iran to 
accept Iraq's peace overtures to 
end the conflict. 

Mr. Sfar's call came amid rising 
tension in the Gulf as Iran de* 
ployed coasi-fo-sea missiles near 
the strategic Strait oi Hormuz 
and the United Stares was build- 
ing up its naval forces in the 

region. 


Musavi challenges U.S. threats to Iran 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) —Iran’s 
Prime Minister Hussein Musavi 
Wednesday challenged U.S. 
threats of military action in the 
Gulf and said America will be 
forced to retreat and then “send 
us other McFarlanes carrying 
signed Bibles.” 

“They must know that Amer- 
ican power is nothing compared 
to Islam,” the state-run Tehran 
Radio, monitored in Nicosia, 
quoted Mr. Musavi as saying. 

Mr. Musavi ’s remarks were the 
latest in a string of warnings by 
Iranian leaders to threats made 
by U.S. Secretary of Defence 
Caspar Weinberger that the Un- 
ited States is prepared to protect 
oil tankers against Iranian attacks 
in the Gulf and is drawing con- 
‘tmgency plans for military action. 

Mr. Weinberger said Sunday 
Iran had deployed Chinese-made 


HY-2 anti-ship missiles in the 
Strait of Hormuz, gateway to the 
Gulf, and feared Iran may try to 
dose the strategic waterway. 

‘Tn all circumstances, the 
Americans, will leave the region 
in shame and will send us other 
McFarlanes carrying signed Bi- 
bles,” Mr. Musavi 1 said. 

He was referring to a secret 
visit to Tehran last year by former 
U.S. National Security Adviser 
Robert McFarlane in an attempt: 
to establish contacts with leaders 
of the fundamentalist government. 
McFarlane presented the Iranians 
with a Bible carrying the signa- 
ture of U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan, expressing hopes that 
relations between the two coun- 
tries would be revived. 

“If America was capable (had 
power), hr would have kept the 
shah” — the former U.S.-backed 


Iranian monarch Mohammad 
Reza Pahlavi who was toppled by 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini s 
Islamic Revolution in 1979. 

Mr. Musavi said Iran bad de- 
clared early last year when i! 
occupied The Iraqi Fao peninsula 
in tbe Shatt Ai Arab waterway 
that it had coast-to-sea missiles' 
Iran and Iraq have been at war 
since September 1980. 

“We declare again today that 
these missiles are not the max- 
imum of our armaments in the 
Gulf ... we possess more effective 
missiles and weapons,” Mr. 
Musavi added. 

“It is us who will take all 
necessary action to protect the 
region against tbe danger of the 
great satan. The security of the 
Gulf is of no concern for 
America.” 


Israeli panel ‘dismayed’ by Pollard cover up 


TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
parliamentary panel investigating 
the Jonathan Pollard spy affair 
has found evidence of a govern- 
ment cover-up after discovery 
that Israel spied on the United 
States, political sources said 
Wednesday. 

A state radio report said the 
Knesset Intelligence Subcommit- 
tee was dismayed by “lies, con- 
tradictions and attempts at a 
whitewash” over the affair of the 
U.S. navy analyst who passed top 
secret documents to Israel. 

The panel, headed by former 
Foreign Minister Abba Eban, is 
probing how Israel came to spy 
on its closest ally, who bore poli- 
tical responsibility and why those 
Israelis involved in the operation 


were subsequently rewarded with 
plum government jobs. 

Sources close to the investiga- 
tion said Israel's three senior poli- 
tical leaders — Prime Minister 
Yitzhak-Shamir, Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres and Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, — 
appeared to have rehearsed their 
testimony together. 

They seemed to use agreed 
phraseology and identical word- 
ing in their separate appearances, 
the sources said. 

The radio said that when Pol- 
lard was arrested in November 
198$ after being refused asylum 
at the Israeli embassy in 
Washington, the response of 
Israel’s leadership was “one of 
confiia on ^ superficiality and dow- 


nright panic.' 1 

Pollard, 32, was sentenced to 
life imprisonment the month for 
passing hundreds of secret docu- 
ments to Israel over an 18-moflth 
period in an affair that strained 
Israel's dose ties to the United 
States. 

Government leaders have in- 
sisted they knew nothing about 
the operation, blaming it instead 
on a now-disbanded “rogue intel- 
ligence unit.” 

Tbe sources said - Rafi Eitan. 
the veteran spvmaster behind the 
operation, told the committee he 
did ntot seek specific ministerial 
authority to recruit an agent in 
Washington, believing he had 
general authority to act as he saw 
fit. 
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19J5 Cairo (MS 

2040 Zurich. Larnaca (SR 
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0*40 — Damascus, Athens (OA) 
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PRAYER TIMES 


•*« Fair 

05£0 (Sunrise) Doha 

1141 Dhnhr 

1*H vast 

1743 Maghreb 

19:12 ‘Ilfaa 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Wednesday rates 

Local seJI/boy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 88.71 89 J 

Dutch guilder 162.6/ 164.4 

French franc 55_2/ 55.7 

Italian lira 2521 26.1 

Japanese yen (for 100) 224.5/ 226.8 

Swedish crown 52.7/ 53.7 

Swiss franc_ 220/ 222.1 

UJL sterting pound 540.7/ 546.1 

U.S. dollar 335-6/ 338.1 

W. German mark 183-6/ 185.5 


WEATHER 


BuSetin snpf^kd by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It win be partly ckradyT with gradual 
increase in temperature is exp e c t ed. 
Winds win be north westerly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it win be partly dondy, with 
oortliwlj moderate winds and calm 


Mm /mix, temp. 

Amman 5/16 

Aqaba — 11/25 

Deserts 61 / 18 

Jordan Valley 11/23 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govern ora te 89122S 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irtrid .... 271293. 273131 

Ovil Defence Ouweismeh 770733 

CSvil Defence Deir Alla — 57306 

A m b ulanc e 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

Fust aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue ...... 192,621111.637777 

Pofice headquarters 639141 

Traffic police -896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4, 624881 
Mu nicipal water complaints 771125/8 
QoeenAfialntL Airport (08)5333Q«0 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KbaBdi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Madras, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

Un i v ersit y Hospital 845845 

A^-Mnasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Mamie, Abdafi 666127/37 

ALAUi, Abdali 664164/6 

Itali a n , Al-Mnhajrecn 777101/3 

ALBashir.J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marks — 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television "Ul'W 

Radio Jordan 7741! l-;v 

Ministry of Tourism MZ311 

Hotel complamb 666412 

Price complaints 661:76 


Telephone Information 

Jordan and Middle Hast calk ... 
Overseas calls 

Repair service 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Anwar Aqrabawi N2696* 

Dr. Nabih Hicnawi 7?3Mlt» 


Satan Pharmacy b3t>73J 

Nciroulth Pharmacy 723672 

Saheb pharmacy 666056 

Khalaf pharmacy TJ&fisj 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

AI Ferdows pharmacy 7S7336 

TAXIS: 

Wabda taxi 64 1833 

Khaidounlaxi 6648J* 

Bassamtaxi 811857 

AhHtari 621127 

Hevamtari 817411 

Balasetnah taxi 84512/1 

Bahrain tax 773034 

Mashhour raxi 896743 

KBED: 

Dr. Ahmad AI Hayek 275925 

University pharmacy (— j 

Sharaa' pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Gfaassaa AI Faqifa 9S687I 

Fadi pharmacy ( I 


MARKET PRICES 


Cairo | 

Dnbai, Muscat | 


Yesterday's high t e mp era tures: Am- 
man 13. Aqaba 21. Hnmfrfity readings: 
Amman 21 per cent, Aqaba 30 per 


Merchant Navy Programme I2J0 
Business Matters 13:80 World News 
1M9 News About Britain 13:15 In tbe 
Meantime 13J5 A Letter from North- 
ern Ireland 13J0 Meridian 14.-00 
Radio Newsreel 14:15 Jazz for the 
Asking Mk45 Sports Round-up 15J0 
Worid News 15:09 24 Houts; News 
Summary 15J6 John Peel 1640 Out- 
look; News Summaiy 1*45 N flTnrc 
Notebook 17 M Radio Newsreel 17:15 
Hie European Community 18.-00 
Worid News 1*09 Commentary 18:15 
Science in Action 1*45 The Worid 
Today 1M0 Worid News 15609 A 
Letter from Northern Ireland 19:15 
Poctim and his Worid 19*5 Spoils 
Romidnp 2*00 Newsdesk 2&J0 Mnl- 
ritrack 3 21:00 News Summary; Ow- 
Jook 21 s39 Stockmarkct Report 21:45 
About Britain 22J6 Worid News 2^09 
24 Hours: News Summary 22J0 Scien- 
ce in Action 23M News S ummar y ; 
Network UK 23:15 Marie Now 23645 
Tbe Wind in the Willows 24dW World 
News Nb09 The World Today 0035 A 


Amman 21 per cent, 
cent. 


Letter from Northern Ireland 0*30 
Financial News Wfc40 Reflections 60:45 
Sports Roundup OHM Worid News; 
Commentary 01:15 From tbe Weeklies 
01 J0 Mnhitracfc 3 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) wfimaatioa depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha International 
Airport TcL (08) 532005, where ft 
should atm:'A be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 

0jk0O Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

0940 Aqaba (RJJ 

09-228 ; Cairo (RJ) 

09-.25 Jeddah (RJ) 

0SL30 — Muscat, Dubai, (RJl 

IMA Doha, Bahrain (RJJ 


Uppcrflowcr price in Bis per kie. 

Apple (AD kinds) 310/270 

Banana 320 / 27D 

Banana (Mnkammar) 270 / 220 

j 460 / 400 

90/60 

Cauliflower (yellow) 200/150 

Cauliflower (white) 200 / 150 

160 / 100 

Eggjriant (small) 120 / 80 

HgmiantOargej 100 / 70 

° ari «(*y) - .....600 / 500 

GraP"™* 130/100 

JJ2 ; Kuwait (RJ) 

J* 1 ® London, Paris fRj) 

S==i2SlB 

J255 RiyadhlRfl 

•** Frankfurt (RJ) 


OTHEH FUGHTS (Tarminal 7) 

07-J5 Cairo (MS) 

09£0 Sana'a (LH) 

Jeddah (SV) 

12^0 ... Muscat, Doha (GF) 

Kuwait (KU) 

1*09 Dubai (EK) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FUGHTS 
(Tonntnal 1) 


0*45 

1*45 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 


Lemou 130 : 100 

Martow 140/ 10U 

Onion (dry) 140 / joo 

Onion (green) 140 : IOC 

Orange I Abu Surra) 320 ' 28U 

Orange (Sbamraomi) 250 - ISJ 

P eas 270 l 3)0 

Pepper (swera) . 2U0 

Potaro 150 ; m» 

Raririeh 90.' 60 

Spraach 1(W . 6U 

Toma rocs 150 /Iff) 

Tumi P 50 

11:00 .... Amsterdam. New York (KJl 
Athens (RJ) 

11:45 

Vienna. Chicago. u» Angeles (RJ) 
.... Franfcfnn.CopcnhagcniRJ) 

SIS Cairo (RJ| 

22 Sana'a (RJ) 

frrJI — ---ptfoai.KmacfrifRi) 

. — ... Bahrain, Abn Dhobi (RJ) 

'*** Kuwaii.Dhahran(RJ) 

25 Cairo (RJ) 

il! * Dampens (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (TwrmlwH 2) 

532 DamascuMOA) 

52 —... London (BA) 

55 Cairo (MS) 

JS5 - Jeddah (SV) 

“2® 

15:90 Kuwst(KU) 


f 


»•.- - - _ 


Home news 

Prince Hassan inaugurates 
150-bed hospital in Madaba 
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Queen Noor calls for appropriate 
strategies to deal with drug abuse 


MADABA (Petra) — ffis Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan 
on Wednesday inaugurated Al 
Nadim private hospital in Mada- 
ba which cost JD 2.5 million. 
Prince Hassan made a brief 
speech on the occasion reiterating 
His Majety King Hussein’s belief 
m die individual as the most 
precious possession of society and 
he praised the penile of Madaba 
.who undertook this vital project 
to ensure medical services for the 
city and its neighbouring regions. 
Building hospitals, schools and 
Other social services is one of the 
most important element in the 
contribution towards a developed' 
society. Prince Hassan said. 

The Crown Prince also referred 


to the Health Ministry’s scheme 
to establish integrated health cen- 
tres around die Kingdom, de- 
scribing it as a means for provid- 
ing primary care for all residents. 

Later, Prince Hassan toured 
the hospital and was briefed on 
the services it will offer to Mada- 
ba residents. 

The ceremony was attended by 
Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh, 
Housing Corporation Director 
Shafiq Zawaideh, the Madaba 
dislrirt governor and other offi- 
cials. The 150-bed hospital has 
three operating rooms and four 
outpatient clinics as well as a 
laboratory, an X-ray' unit and 
other facilities — all built on a 14 
dunum plot of laud. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Week’s road accidents claim 10 fives 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ten people were killed and 148 others were 
injured in road accidents which occurred in the Kingdom in the 
past week, according to a statistical bulletin issued by the Public 
Security Department. The bulletin said that the total number of 
accidents was 284, five per cent less than the number which 
occurred in the previous week. 

Paediatrics seminar slated for April 2 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Paediatric Society (JPS) win 
hold an international paediatrics symposium at the Marriott Hotel 
in Amman between April 2 and 3 under the patronage of Health 
Minister Zaid Hamzeh. The symposium which win be under the 
theme recent advances in paediatrics will be attended by 
specialists from Jordan and other Arab and foreign countries who 
wm tackle a host of issues related to children and their diseases. 


No visas for Pharoah Island 

AQABA (Petra) — The Egyptian authorities are allowing 
Jordanian citizens to visit the Egyptian Island of Pharoah, which 
is dose to the port dty of Aqaba, without a visa. The move was 
taken to encourage tourism to the island, according to Mr. 
A hm ad Ragheb Egypt's consul general here. He said that 
Jordanians wishing to visit the island should call at the consulate 
in Aqaba and produce valid passports so that they can obtain 
permits for the visit which can take place only between nine in the 
'morning and five in the evening. According to Mr. Ragheb, the 
trip by boat from Aqaba to Pharoah island takes no more than 40 
minutes. 

JNRCS to study plans for new centre 

.AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan National Red ptjesscent Society 
(JNRCS) executive conflnittpe on' Wednesday formed a-spcdaT' 
committee to prepare a study " on deagris arid "drawings for 
project to set. up a centixJbrArab JRed Crescent societies.^ 
Amman. The-lStb conference of the Arab Red Crescent societies 
held recently In Qatar decided to set up tins centre in Amman. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Wednesday after- 
noon chaired a meeting to assess 
the results and recommendations 
of two symposia which were held 
recently to explore preventive 
measures against drug abuse and 
international t rafficking , accord- 
ing to a press release. 

The meeting, which was held at 
the Sports City, was attended by 
the ministers of justice and 
health, the director of public 
security, senior officials, as well 
as the sponsors of the two sympo- 
sia held in Amman during Febru- 
ary and March of this year. 

The participants reviewed the 
legal, health and social aspects of 
drug abuse. While drug abuse in 
Jordan is minimal, the country’s 
strategic geographic location and 
role as a regional . transit point has 
made it increasingly susceptible 
to international drug traffickers. 
In view of this reality, the partici- 
pants stressed the importance of 
combating the drug abuse 
menace through wide-spread 
public awareness and strict fron- 
tier security and law enforce- 
ment, the release added. 

Haj Hassan 
graduates 
kindergarten 
nurses 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour and Social Development 
Khaled AI Haj Hassan on 
Wednesday attended a ceremony 
at the headquarters of the Gener- 
al Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) in Amman for the gra- 
duation of 45 kindergarten 
nurses. 

The participants, from Am- 
man, Balqa and Zarqa Governo- 
rates, took a week-long training 
cm services for chddren at the 
kindergarten level, providing 
reading material for children and 
offering nursing and first aid ser- 
vices. 

GUVS President Abdullah Al 
Khatib made a speech on the 
occasion paying tribute to the 
Ministry of Social Development 
for its backing to voluntary and 
charitable work in the Kingdom. 

Dr. Naifeh Qatameh, who su- 
pervises kindergarten courses for 
GUVS, also spoke. at the cere; 
mbnj^ outlining the dbjectives-oi 

The minis t er Jatt y distributed,. 

diplomas to the graduates in the 
presence of Mr. Mohammad Ah 
Wardam, under secretary of the 
Ministry of Social Develoment, 



These symposia were held in 
conjunction with Queen Noor's 
efforts and the efforts of other 
first ladies to combat the interna- 
tional spread of drugs. 

Her Majesty stressed the im- 
portance of following up on the 
issue by holding similar sessions 
to identify priorities and prepare 
appropriate strategies. 

Her Majesty requested the par- 


Housing Corporation plans 
to build estate in Zarqa 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Hous- 
ing Corporation will shortly 
announce plans to build 500 hous- 
ing units in Zarqa and it has 
already introduced a savings 
scheme for employees in the Zar- 
qa region to help them own 
homes in the projected estate. 
Housing Corporation Director 
Shafiq Zawaideh announced here 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Zawaideh was speaking at 
lot-drawing; ceremony for the 
distribution of housing units a£ 
the Abu Nuseir housing estate to 
beneficiaries, all government em- 
ployees. A total of 265 employees 
participated in the lot-drawing 
which determined their future 
homes. Mr. Zawaideh said that 
the corporation will later 
announce the names of other 
employees who will benefit from 
the new units at Abu Nuseir. 

At the meeting, Mr. Zawaideh 
said that all basic services have 
now been supplied to the Abu 
Nuseir estate, and that a commit- 
tee from his department is now 
' snpe^tismg these services ontiLa 
'mimiripahty jias.be<-fl set up ^ The 
Abu Nuseir touring estate wfll be 
includedln foe Greater Amman 
Municipality, Mr. Zawaideh 
announced. 

On Feb. 15, foe government 


revised foe prices of housing units 
at foe Abu Nuseir housing estate 
and dedded on a number of 
measures to make it easier for 
beneficiaries to pay their instal- 
ments. 

These beneficiaries will be re- 
quired to pay only the cost of foe 
units spread over 30 instead of 25 
years at an animal interest rate of 
5.5 per cent, and will not be 
asked to pay for foe cost of 
additional services such as central 
heating and sewerage as had 
been earlier announced by the 
Housing Corporation. Benefi- 
ciaries will not be required to pay 
10 per cent of foe units' cost in 
advance unless they wish to do so 
and those deposits already paid 
will be considered as part of the 
instalments on the bousing units. 

Mr. Zawaideh said that the 
corporation has built six schools 
and laid electricity cables and 
water, telephone and transport 
networks within the housing 
estate. 

Only half of the land allocated 
for Ithe housing estate has been 
used for- foe ^construction of the 
3,5Mhoiisin£ units,_ and foe_ 
vacant unite were earlier reported’ 
to be for sale to foe pnblic, and 
foe land to be sold to expatriates 
for building their own homes. 


Air pollution — RSS takes steps to deal with a potential problem 


By Fred Donovan 

Special to the Jordan Hums 

AMMAN — Jordan's rapid eco- 
nomic development and rising 
standard of living in the past 
decades have brought with them 
the attendant problem of pollu- 
tion with which foe developed 
world is all too familiar. Though 
water pollution from industrial 
waste has received much atten- 
tion, the pollution of the air from 
auto and industrial emissions has 
not, until recently, been studied. 

“There is a danger of an air 
poDution episode in Amman,” 
warns Mr. Ayman Al Hassan, 
director of the air pollution divi- 
sion at the Royal Scientific Socie- 
ty (RSS). This danger, while still 
only a potential one, needs to be 
addressed, says Mr. Al Hassan. 

Gting an air pollution episode 
in Athens in which 200 people 
were injured, Mr. Al Hassan 
cautions about the simil ar 
topography of Amman. Like 
Athens, Amman is built among 
hills. “This restricts natural ven- 
tilation,” he states. 

The significant increase in the 
number of cars, combined with 
the lack of effective emission 
controls and foe narrowness of 
the streets between the hills, 
.threatens to create problems. 
According to Mr. Al Hassan, 80 
per cent of foe small and medium 
cars m Jordan are located in the 
Amman area. Many of these use 
diesel ofl which emits sulphur 
dioxide which when burned can 
cause permanent damage to the 
respiratory system. The levels 
emitted by these diesel burning 
cars he estimates to' be three 
times the international limit. 

Monitoring units 

The RSS, in cooperation with 
the O^dian -hased International 
Development Research Centre 
(IDRC) and Environment Cana- . 
da, has begun monitoring the 
level of potiptants in the air. 
XDRC is prowfiog the financial 
asastance, and Environment 
Canada the equipment and tech- 
nical asastance. 

' Through fo« Jordaman-Cauft- 
dian cooperation, four fixed and 
one morale monitoring systems 
became operational m February 
of last year. The four fixed sys- 
tems axe located in foe Amman 
area — downtown, Madth, Jabal - 
Al Nkt, and at foe RSS head- 



Narrow, busy streets in downtown Amman, nestled 
at ■ foe foot of the capital’s hills, act as trap for 


potation and restrict natural ventilation (J.T. fife 
photo) 


quarters near the University of 
Jordan. They are measuring foe- 
levels of carbon monoxide, sul- 
phur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, and 
dust. Because the monitoring has 
not been going on long enough, 
foe RSS as yet does not have any 
firm figures, according to Mr. Al 
Hassan, who is foe project’s 
director. 

Once foe. study has been com- 
pleted and some firm results ar- 
rived at, be suggests that foe data 
be used to set op national stan- 
dards. “We decided to start early 
to be able to set up national 
standards before the problem 
gets out of hand,” he says. 

In full agreement with foe need 
for national standards is Dr. So- 
fian Al Tel, director of the De- 
partment of Environment and the 
Department of Regional Plan- 
ning. He concurs that standards 
should be established to regulate 
industrial and auto tamwaftna 
“We need the data before we can 
draw up specifications. They axe 
foe easy part,” he says. 

His department is looking to 
acquire instruments or to pay foe 
RSS to conduct studies of air., 
pollution levels. Unfortunately, 
the government did not aiincnm 
money for such a study in its 
five-year development plan. 


although' it did endorse the idea, 
relates Dr. Tel 

Asphalt factories 
relocated 

Though bis department has not 
conducted a study of the level of 
pollutants in the air, it has 
already taken steps to curb air 
pollution, according to Dr. Al 
Tel. One example is the depart- 
ment’s action against the asphalt 
muting factories. Many of these 
factories, located to foe west of 
Amman, were spewing dust and 
pollutants into foe air; and foe 
predominantly west-to-east winds 
were carrying fois into Amman.* 

Through a licensing system, the 
department succeeded in having 
the factories moved to foe east of 
Amman , so that foe winds took 
foe dust into foe desert. Also foe 
factories were required to install 
filters, relates Dr. TeL “I regard 
this as a good step for the en- 
vironment in Amman,” he 
asserts. 

Another area where the De- 
partment ; of Environment has 
succeeded in lessening air pollu- 
tion is at the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC) plant in 
Rnseifa. According to an. article 
m the Jordan Times in February 
1985, foe residents of Rnseifa 


were complaining about the dust 
pollution caused by the plant. As 
a result of the construction of 
open cast mines built by the 
JPMC in the 1960s, phosphate 
dust was being blown in the air in 
amounts potentially dangerous to 
the health. 

According to one resident, Mr. 
Sim’aan Qa’war, foe dost was so 
bad that: u If you pass through the 
city during foe night you feci as if 
you are going through * trnmel 
full of thick dust where yon can 
hardly see anything.” 

The Department of Environ- 
ment succeeded in having the 
Ruseifa mine dosed, according to 
Dr. TeL The problem came to his 
attention while he was serving on 
a University of Jordan committee 
to review Masters theses. 

, ... Phosphate dost 

One of foe students wrote his 
Masters thesis on the problem of 
air pollution in Rnseifa and foe 
potential dangers. As a result of 
the information. Dr. Td moved 
to have the plant shut down 
because of the difficulty of reduc- 
ing the dust from the plant to 
acceptable levels. 

■“But, we don’t Hke tins solution 
(doting down factories)," he 
states. “We find that most factory 


owners are willing to cooperate 
‘ with ns. The response from them 
is usually good,” he concludes. 

On the problem of auto emis- 
sion control. Dr. Tel judges that 
more needs to be done. “We 
need to have emission control 
requirements be part of getting a 
license. The emission controls we 
have are not being implemented 
as we would like,” he asserts. He 
suggests that cars be tested once a 
year and that mobile measuring 
instruments be used to check cars 
in the street. 

Add rain 

An attendant problem of air 
pollution is add rain. When 
gases, such as carbon monoxide 
and sulphur dioxide, come into 
contact with moisture, they form 
adds, which predpitatkm carries 
down to the ground; these adds 
can damage buildings and kill 
plant life, mt piainc Dr. Klims 
Salameh of the Water Research 
and Study Centre at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan. The adds can find 
their way into the food chain 
through arnmak grazing the con- 
taminated gr ass. 

His centre has conducted stu- 
dies on add levels in rain water. 
From his study, he has found that 
the level of acidity is not a prob- 
lem for Jordan. “We have a lot of 
dust in the air which absorbs the 
acidity ...very seldom do we have 
add rain," he explains. 

Lead emissions 

There is a problem, however, 
with lead emissions from cars, 
according to Dr. Salameh. Most 
of the automobiles in Jordan still 
use leaded fuel. Lead, which is 
poisonous in sufficient amounts, 
is emitted into the air by cars 
bunting leaded fuel. Hb Centre, 
after taking samples of rain water 
from the streets in Amman, 
found significant levels of lead, 
litis is a problem which Dr. 
Salameh thinks needs attention. 

Thus, air pollution remains a 
potential problem for Jordan as 
the country continues to grow 
economically. Fortunately, it is a 
problem which is gradually com- 
ing under increased study. If 
national standards are set up and 
enforced both for factories and 
automobiles, Jordan could lessen 
the health problems that air 
pollution is causing in more in- 
dustrialised countries. 


Jordan celebrates Israa 
wal Mi’raj today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan along with Arab and 
Islamic countries today celebrates Al Israa wal 
Mi’raj (the anniversary marking the Prophet 
Mohammad’s nocturnal journey and ascension to 
heaven). 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday chairs a meeting al Sports Gty 
to assess the results and recommendations of two symposia on drug 
abuse and trafficking (Petra photo) 

These symposia were held in dopants to prepare two working 


papers; one on the role of the 
media and the other on the role 
of schools and educational in- 
stitutions in heightening public 
awareness. Her Majesty empha- 
sised the importance of integrat- 
ing the work of all sectors, espe- 
cially that of women’s groups, 
with the work of official organisa- 
tions to achieve tangible results in 
Jordan and the area. 


Religious ceremonies will be 
held on the occasion at mosques 
throughout foe Kingdom and 
preachers will be expounding the 
meaning of Al Israa and the 
religious importance of Jerusalem 
and Al Aqsa Mosque during their 
sermons. The main celebration 
will be held at a mosque in 
Independence Street this after- 
noon under the patronage of His 
Majesty King Hussein. A number 

Participants in 
free-zones 
s emin ar visit 
Jordan Valley 

AMMAN (Petra) — Participants 
in a three-day seminar on Arab 
free zones on Wednesday visited 
the King Hussein Bridge across 
the River Jordan and were 
briefed on travel procedures to 
and from the occupied West 
Bank. They also toured foe new 
facilities at South Shuneh for 
incoming and outgoing visitors 
and inspected the services offered 
to travellers. Later, the Arab 
delegates visited the Karameh 
battle she and a monument set up 
in commemoration of those who 
fell in defence of the country 
during a 1968 Israeli attack. 

Those participating in the semi- 
nar, which opened here on Mon- 
day, represent Jordan, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Tunisia, 
Syria, Egypt, and Morocco - as 
well as the Council of Arab Eco- 
nomic Unity, the Federation of 
Arab Chambers of Industry, agri- 
culture and Trade. 

Following their visit to the Jor- 
dan Valley region, die partici- 
pants toured the industrial city of 
Sahab near Amman . They heard 
a briefing by Dr. Fayez Subetmat, 
director general of the Jordan 
Industrial Estates Corporation, 
on -the development of the oty 
and the incentives -offered to in- 
vestors to laimdr industrial pro- 
jects. 


of senior officials and key public 
figures will address foe worship- 
pers at the mosque. 

On the eve of the holy occa- 
sion, the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs issued a statement 
urging all Muslims to shoulder 
their duty, to unify their ranks 
and to mobilise their efforts for 
regaining their usurped holy 
shrines in occupied Palestine in 
general and Al Aqsa Mosque in 


Arab Jerusalem in particular. 
The statement said that the occu- 
pied shrines are continually dese- 
crated by the Israelis who, 'it said, 
impose arbitrary rule on the Arab 
and Muslim population. The 
statement called on Muslims to 
work for the liberation of their 
holy land and their shrines. 

Public holiday 

On the occasion, all govern- 
ment departments and public in- 
stitutions will be closed in foe 
Kingdom on Thursday. Also, all 
liquor stores, bars and nightclubs 
will not open from Wednesday 
evening until Saturday morning, 
March 28. 


Amman to host pan- Arab 
congress on psychiatry 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Approximately 200 
psychiatrists, educationalists and 
physicians are expected to take 
pari in the third pan-Arab con- 
gress on psychiatry, scheduled to 
convene in Amman on April 16. 

A total of 100 working papers 
on various psychiatric fields will 
be delivered during the three-day 
congress which is organised by 
i the Jordan Association of 
Psychiatrists (JAP) in coopera- 
tion with the World Psychiatric 
Association (WPA). 

According to the congress' 
secretary Mohammad Farekh, 
prominent psychiatrists from Arab 
and foreign countries will contri- 
bute to the event's scientific prog- 
ramme by introducing the latest 
advances in psychiatry. The con- 
gress has invited representatives 
from Brazil, foe United States, 
Britain. France, the Netherlands, 
Denmark and Belgium, Dr. 
Farekh told the Jordan Times. 
East Germany, Spain, Italy, 
Pakistan, Malaysia, Brunei, the 
People's Republic of China and 
Australia will also send repre- 
sentatives to attend foe biennial 
event, he said. . 

The working papers will high- 
■light the latest advaffies^nd de- 


velopments in biological psychiat- 
ry. child psychiatry, drug depend- 
ence and psychotherapy. Other 
lectures will shed light on cross- 
cultural psychiatry as presented 
in papers from different coun- 
tries. 

The last congress on psychiatry 
was held in Cairo in 1979 but for 
political reasons, resulting from 
the signing by Egypt of the Camp 
David treaty with Israel, foe third 
congress was delayed. Egyptian 
psychiatrists will attend the third 
congress as Cairo's membership 
in the Arab Federation of 
Psychiatrists has been restored. 
Libya may not send any repre- 
sentatives to attend the event, 
malting it the only Arab country 
not to take part in the congress, 
said Dr. Farekh. 

The JAP, affiliated to the Jor- 
dan Medical Association (JMA) 
groups 22 registered Jordanian 
psychiatrists working either with 
private sector institutions, on the 
government payroll or indepen- 
dently. The working psychiatrists 
in Jordan, according to Dr. 
Farekh. are still well short of foe 
countiy's needs. JAP is still re- 
ceiving registration applications 
from educationalists and physi- 
cians who are interested in 
attending the congress which will 
be held at the Jordan Intercon- 
tinental Hotel. 


Rome project brings a message to 
Jordan about urban rescue, renewal 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Rome over the last 
two centuries has been fighting to 
save its past from the encroach- 
ments of modern life. 
Documenting both the city’s in- 
credibly rich heritage and the 
techniques employed to preserve 
it is an exhibition currently on 
show at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre entitled “Planning the Past, 
The Rome Project." Brought to 
Amman by the Italian Embassy 
and the Italian Archaeological 
Mission in Jerash, this large and 
comprehensive exhibition, thick 
with coloured and black and 
white photographs, drawings, 
plans, elevations and panels of 
written explanation (in English), 
was deemed particularly relevant 
for Jordan. 

As Giorgio G ultini says in the 
foreword of the handsome 
accompanying catalogue: “No 
other country can understand all 
this better and appreciate it more 
than Jordan, with its exceptional- 
ly dense and interesting cultural 
bentage.” Mr. Gullini, the au- 
thor of “The Urbanistic History 
of Ancient Rome” which forms 
the main pari of both catalogue 
and exhibition, goes on to say 
that the “Rome Project” has 
been one of the most important 
scientific and operative commit- 
ments of the Ministry or Cultural 
Heritage and Environment in Ita- 
ly of the last five years. 

Historical introduction 

The first pari of the exhibition 
sketches the lines of urban de- 
velopment of the dty of Rome in 
andent timesjrom foe legendary 
foundation* by King Romulus 
through the expansion in the Re- 
publican era to the big building 
projects of the Emperors. 

After this historical introduc- 
tion, foe exhibition illustrates foe 
main phases of foe modem redis- 
covery of the archaeological in- 
heritance of the dty. Tins started 
at the beginning of the 19th Cen- 
tury when it was attempted to 
enclose foe monumental com- 
plexes in the context of foe living 
dty. During the second half of 
tibe century it was thought that 
foe archaeological complexes I 
should be separated from the i 
dty, a concept that saved many I 
monuments but led to their isola- 
tion. Meanwhile, as the dty 



OMhmd new in Rome — city planners use the past to improve today’s 
quality of life 


quickly expanded as the capital of 
the newly established kingdom of 
Italy several monuments were 
destroyed. 

The final part of the exhibition 
is devoted to the main projects 
being carried out by the Italian 
State Archaeological Superinten- 
dent and by the Munidpality of 
Rome to combat the current 
problems of traffic and pollution. 
This section describes some of the 
greatest experiences of urban 
archaeology, both those that have 
been accomplished in recent 
years and those that are still only 
planned, as for example the ex- 
cavation of the Imperial Forum. 

In-depth study 

It is a highly complex and 
in-depth study and one that mil 


roost benefit professionals in the 
architectural, planning and 
archaeological fields. The exhibi- 
tion's message to everyone, 
however, is that the problem of 
rescue and recovery of urban 
archaeological areas must be 
tackled with a new way of plan- 
ning, and that a renewal of in- 
terest in the past is a great oppor- 
tunity to improve the quality of 
life of today. The message to 
Jordan in particular is that many 
of foe difficulties experienced by 
the Municipality of Rome are 
common to those of Amman and 
Jerash, where the modern part of 
the dty must be harmonised with 
the andent one. 

The exhibition runs until 
March 29. when it will then trans- 
fer to Yaimouk University, Irbid, 
from April 1-6- 
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The significance of 
Pollard 


RECENT emits in the U-S. and brad hare brought into focus two important 
questions concerning the relationship between these two countries, fc tint 
concerns the my nature of that relationship which both sides consider to be 
“special.” It is a relationship which has become more and more special since 
the present U.S. admmfa tra l ioo took office in 1981. Its “spedalness” can be 
defined on two levels: on an official level whereby Israd is the recipient of erer 
increasmg amow »tis of American tax-payers’ money, is blessed with the 
continuous delivery of the latest military h ar dw ar e, has almost nnhindcred 
access to U.S. for its exports, and b accorded tbe general status of a 

major strategic partner of the United States. In short, it has come to assume, 
particularly over the past decade, an entitlement, as of right, to whatever it 
chooses to ask of Washington. 

There is a second, unofficial level, whereby Israd does what it wants, 
without adring, and the U.S. government amply turns a blind eye, even when 
U.S. interests or the interests of its gflks are damaged. Such bracU deeds as the 
theft of « t*rf nwi e technology from U.S. companies; the breach of U.S. arms 
embargoes against Somoza’s Nicaragua, Guatemala, the contras, Iran, and 
Sooth Africa; tbe sale of electronic and midear technology to China, again in 
iMhnw of a Ui. embargo; the enticement of giriBMe mdividnals in the 
National Security Council into setting arms to the U.S.’s stated enemy, Iran, 
for the benefit of Israel, rather than the U-S-, thereby jeopardising the future 
of the ad minis tr ation itsdf; and finally the procurement of dasHM U-S. 
intefligeDce data harmful to the interests of the Arab states, either through the 
connivance of high government officials in Washington as b known to have 
occurred on at least one earlier occasion, or by tbe planting of a spy in U-S. 
naval intdfigence. 

Did anybody In Washington know about Jonathan Jay Pollard? hi terms of 
U.S. -Isrwti relations it perhaps does not matter; the troth b known and the 
culprit, significantly, punished. Tbe significance lies in the bet that many, both 
in the United States mid brad are dearly shocked by the severity of FoDard’s 
sentence. It is the first sign of the U.S. being prepared to say ‘* 00 ” to Israel fin- 
many years. Bui in spite of this, and in spite of Israel’s astonishing, even by its 
own standards, lack of sensitivity over this issue, there is no reason to befieve 
the ‘‘special relationship” will suffer any long term damagf. 

Tbe second question at issue is one of loyalty. In the contemporary world it fa 
taken for granted that almost everybody has spies almost everywhere. Nations 
must snspect even their allies. But Pollard was a spy for ideological reasons; a 
Jew, a committed Qomst, from the ILS. community which b dearly the base of 
the staunchest and most reliable s uppor t for the special relationship with 
Israel. The Jewish community in the Ui. b large and fciBwntM, its leaders 
wealthy and successful people who give tbe American Jews a voice m public 
affairs out of proportion to the m of tbe community. It is the American Jews 
who have the most to lose out of the Pollard case. Their expression of outrage 
at the Israeli government are dearly gamine and deeply fdL After all, the ILS. 
fe as ce ntra l to Jewish cnhural and political lifeastbe Jews are a vital facet of 
the U.S.’s heterogeneous make-up. Furthermore,. there can sorely be no single 
group of people as important to Israel. Yet ft h 1°** this community wlricfa the 
Israelis have stunned and out raged, and whose loyalty and aflcgjance to the 
state Israel has caused to be b r o ught into question by the re cruitm ent of 
Pollard, the denials of any government involvement in Ms activities, the 
promotion of the beads of the Lekem agency who recruited him and paid Ms 
wages, and the reftasal to cooperate to more than a token degree in nnravdling 
the affair. 

In brad itseff, where Lekem’s activities and para-statal rale are widely 
known, Fottard b aedahned as a national hero and the newspapers and 
poli tici ans from left and right berate the gov e r nm ent for not doing more to help 
him. Do the Israeli people share the same affection lor the UJ5. that so many ha 
America show for them? Tbe rift that has opened up between Israd and the 
American Jews may not yet spell danger to Lsrad’s place at the top of the list of 
U-S- allies, but it night perhaps serve to open a few more eyes as to the nature 
of the Israeli state which occupies so dear a place in American hearts — Middle 
East International, London. 
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AJ Ra 7; Ever-improving relations 


THE strong Jordanian-Soviet relations which are based on mutual 
respect have contributed to the development of bilateral cooperation 
in aD fields. Those who followed up the development of relations 
between the two countries over the past three decades must have 
clearly observed the gradual improvement and the strengthening of 
ties between the Soviet and Jordanian people in the interest of world 
peace and justice and freedom. The head of a Soviet delegation from 
tbe Supreme Soviet now on a visit to Jordan has reaffirmed this fact, 
and noted with the deepest satisfaction the continued progress in this 
relationship. Moscow's attitude towards the convening of an interna- 
tional conference on the Middle East is a true image of the Soviet 
Union's support for the Arab causes, and it is by far a dear desire for 
an end to the Arab-Israeli conflict and the establishment of genuine 
peace in the Middle East region. This Soviet stand conforms with 
Jordan's position and gives further impetus for a drive to convene the 
proposed conference for the sake of achieving peace. Moscow’s stand 
and Jordan's position are totally opposed by Israel and the United 
States which continue a drive to abort the conference and perpetuate 
Israeli occupation of Arab territory. 


A1 Dustour: Iran ‘opens’ Gulf for U.S. 


THE United States has found in the deployment of Iran's missiles 
along the shores of the Strait of Hormuz a pretext for sending in its 
fleet to tbe area. We of course condemn Iran's deployment of such, 
missiles which are considered an escalation of tbe Gulf struggle, but' 
we also view the U.S. interference in the region as dangerous to tbe 
Arab countries in the region and an open blackmail against the 
countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council. By offering to give 
protection to oil tankers in the Gulf region, the United States is 
dearly fishing in troubled waters and in a turbulent region originally 
made dangerous by Iran's war activity and continued threats to **»■* 
Gulf countries and the safety of shipping. Iran has opened the way 
for the United States and other foreign powers to interfere, thu» 
endangering the whole Gulf area and its future. Kuwait, which is a 
Gulf state, has already rejected any American intervention which, if 
encouraged, would lead to a widening of the cirde of conflict and 
conflagration in the whole Arab region. We wain against giving 
favourable response to U.S. proposals which have for reaching 
objectives, and appeal to all Arab states in the Gulf to follow the 
example of Kuwait which displayed boldness and awareness of the 
consequences of American plans. We also condemn Iran's policies 
in the region which are aimed at. widening the scope of conflict. 


Sawt AJ Shaab: In support of peace 


THE Arab inhabitants in territories under Israeli occupation have 
echoed a call by Jordan and the rest of the Arab nation for the 
convening of an' international conference to solve tbe Middle East 
issue. Prominent personalities in the West Bank and mayors have 
voiced their views in this regard and said that the conference will be 
the most effective forum for achieving a lasting peace. The West 
Bankers move came amid intensive Israeli efforts to abort the idea of 
the conference and in the face of Israel's drive t_ uir'nge for direct 
Arab-Israeli negotiations. 
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America is the Jews’ ‘promised land’ 


By Jacob Neusner 


Tbe following is part one of a two-part articBc that appeared recently 
in Tbe Washington Post. Tbe writer, a rabbi, teaches Judaic studies 
at Brown University and is author of “Death and Birth of Judaism: 
The Impact of Christianity, Secularism and tbe Holocaust on Jewish 
Faith” and “Israel in America: A Too Comfortable Exile?” Part two 
of die article appears in Saturday's issue of tbe Jordan Tunes. 


ITS time to say that America is a 
better place to be a Jew than 
Israel. If ever there was a Prom- 
ised Land, we Jewish Americans 
are living in it. Here Jews have 
flourished, not alone in politics 
and the economy, but in matters 
of art, culture and learning. Jews 
feel safe and secure here in ways 
that they do not and cannot m the 
State of Israel. And they have 
found an authentically Jewish 
voice — their own voice — for 
their vision of themselves. 

That is not to say the long 
centuries of wandering have en- 
ded. God alone knows the future. 
But for here, now and for what- 
ever future anyone can foresee, 
America has turned out to be our 
Promised Land. 

And that creates a problem 
because American Jews — now, 
really, having become Jewish 
Americans — axe supposed to 
feel a bit guilty about living here. 
They’re expected to fear for their 
future and take for granted that a 
full Jewish life is to be lived only 
in Jerusalem — that is, in the 
State of Israel- 

Some Israelis tell American 
Jews that America, like the flesh 
pots of Egypt, is no place for a 


jew— we're all going to die in gas 
chambers, singing Christmas 
carols. The message is that we are 
not supposed to feel secure be- 
cause anti-Semitism will catch up 
to us, as it has to Jews every- 
where else throughout history. 

Meanwhile, the story goes, 
we're ail “assimilating”; we've 
stopped being Jewish. Nearly 6 
million Jews today (they tell us) 
are all marrying gentiles and 
jumping off the sinking ship of 
Judaism. I, for one, haven't yet 
felt the nudge of tbe iceberg, and 
I don't think I’m singing on the 
deck of the Titanic. Jewish life in 
America that can last, and that 
even now is giving plenty of proof 
of stability and human value. 

Tbe truth is that Jews can make 
it in freedom. America, the freest 
and most open society Jews have 
ever known, is not only good for 
the Jews but better, for the Jews 
than the State of Israel — and not 
because we prefer the fleshpots 
or even like singing “Silent 
Night.” 

First, are we assimilating? I 
think not. We’re changing. But 
change is not assimilation, it's 
change. We’re different from our 
grandparents. Our children will 


be different from us. But tbe 
emblems are multiplying of a 
highly cohesive Jewish commun- 
ity, with traits that mark us as 
distinctive. 

Fifteen years ago Jewish 
sociologists who studied the ques- 
tion announced that Jews were 
disappearing because they we- 
ren't having enough children. 
This prophecy has been made by 
each generation of Jews since our 
patriarch, Abraham — 3,500 
years ago. Failing to foresee the 
birth of Isaac, Abraham thought 
that Eliezer of Damascus, who . 
wasn't Jewish, would be his heir. 
When the sociologists told ns we 
were on our way out, the Israelis 
argued that if we wanted a Jewish 
future, we had to emigrate. 

But it turns out that the dis- 
appearing American Jew is going 
to be around for a while because 
the sociologists got their numbers 
wrong. Intermarriage, so it seems 
at the moment, is a demographic 
plus not a minus. Tbe reason, 
surveys show, is that the non- 
Jewish partner often either con- 
verts or identifies with the Jewish 
community and at least half of the 
children do. 

Second, are the “goyim" ont to 
get us? There is anti-Semitism, 
among other hatreds, in this 
country. Bor every public opinion 
poll confirms the impression 
given by noting that no fewer 
than seven United States senators 
— 7 per cent of the Senate from 


only 2 per cent of the population 
— are Jewish; countless other 
Jewish public officials of both 
major parties serve in high office 
in state and local government. 
Jews are an accepted group, flow- 
ing in the mainstream of Amer- 
ican life. 

A good measure of anti-Semit- 
ism takes the temperature of the 
community from within. There 
we see collective affirmation of 
Jewish existence. Synagogues and 
all sorts of Jewish organisations 
and institutions thrive. Jews in 
every walk of life, in the military, 
in large corporations and univer- 
sities, government and public in- 
stitutions — everywhere Jews 
make their way, fating little or no 
hostility. 

So when Israelis teflus we have 
to emigrate and “make aliyah,” 
meaning, ascent to live in tbe 
Holy Land, lest we assimilate and 
die (or both), they appeal to an 
evil nightmare, one that gives 
little sign of coining true. 

The immigrant generations of 
Jews built good lives in America, 
and their great-grandchildren are 
still Jewish. True enough, they 
are Jewish in ways different from 
what their great grandparents 
understood. For example, they 


speak unaccented American, not 
Yiddish; they ordinarily do not 
observe dietary taboos, and they 
live pretty much within the calen- 
dar that governs everyone else. 
But they also maintain the marks 


China gets Macao, but Taiwan still out of reach 


By Stephen Nisbet 

Reuter 


PEKING — While China cele- 
brates this week’s deal with Por- 
tugal to give it control of Macao 
in 1999, it cannot forget that a for 
richer territorial prize remains 
beyond its grasp. 

President Li Xiannian told 
Japanese visitors this month that 
Taiwan, ruled by anti-Communist 
Nationalists since Peking's 1949 
revolution, remained “China's 
greatest wound.” 

Without Taiwan, China will 
start the year 2000 with its reuni- 
fication dreams only partly real- 
ised, despite a decade-long “one 
China" cam paign that has in- 
creased Taipei's diplomatic isola- 
tion even as the island has trans- 
formed itself into one of Asia’s 
industrial powerhouses. 

Monday’s agreement to. end 
Portuguese' rule in : Macao in 
1999, following the ending of 
British rule in Hong Kong in 
1997, means China will have dis- 
lodged the last of centuries of 
foreign rulers from its territory, 
but not its own capitalist cousins 
who govern an island less than 
100 miles away. 

China’s Taiwan wound does 
not fester as it did in the 1950s 
when the two sides bombarded 
each other with artillery, the 
National i sts carrying out hostili- 
ties from two island strongholds 
just off the southeast mainlan d. 

Xiamen (Amoy) is the best 
place to go to see that die wound 
is well bandaged, though not 
healed. 

At Hechu, a village near Xia- 
men, tbe old ruin of a two-storey * 
house is a reminder of enemy 
shellfire in the days before China 
normalised relations with the Un- 
ited States — Taiwan’s traditional' 
military backer — in 1979. 

From the roof of the fisher- 
men’s dab next door, visitors can 
look through a telescope to the 
Taiwanese island of Quemoy two 
miles away to see the Nationalist 
flag, and the radio station which 
beams Taiwanese muse across 
the strait with some of tbe world’s 
most powerful loudspeakers. 
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But the Xiamen area today has 
more than relics, telescopes and 
giant posters proclaiming that 
“all the generations of yellow 
emperors are looking forward to 
reunification.” 

Within range of Quemoy’s 
guns, the Chinese have formed 
the Xiamen special economic 
zone, encouraging foreign inves- 
tors to set up businesses in an 
area that was formerly a front- 
line military zone. 


Such changes are a gesture of 
faith in the campaign of “smile 
diplomacy” that has evolved in 
recent years as China tries to lure 
the Taipei authorities away from 
their policy of “no contact” with 
the mainland. 

Officials even speak kindly ab- 
out late Nationalist leader Qfiang 
Kai-Shek, praising his efforts to 
defeat Japan in Wodd War n and 
glossing over allegations that he 
was involved in atrocities against 
Communists. 


Pelting seeks to encourage 
what it calls “the three com- 
munications" with Taiwan — 
mail, transport and trade. 

But the only contact officially 
sanctioned by Taipei in 38 years 
has been between Chinese and 
Taiwanese airline offidals in 
Hong Kong last year to arrange 
the return ot a jumbo jet flown to 
Canton by a defecting Taiwanese 
pilot 


People in Taiwan correspond 
with their relatives on the main - 
land via post office boxes in Hong 
Kong. . — r 

Mainland- to-Tmwan, 
routes shown on some Chine se' 
maps do not exist. 

Some Taiwanese risk fines or 
jail sentences at home by direct 
barter at sea of electrical goods 
for mainland silver, textiles or 
pharmaceutical ingredients. 

Businessmen at Xiamen said 
bolder Taiwanese traders moored 
their boats in Xiamen port with 
number plates removed to avoid 
identification by Taiwan agents. 

Indirect trade via Hong Kong, 
running almost six-to-one in 
Taiwan’s, favour, fell sharply last 
year to £955 million, according to 
official Hong Kong figures — 
down 13 per cent from 1985 after 
China cut consumer imports to 
conserve scarce foreign ex- 
change. 

Shaw Yu-Miog, director of 
Taiwan’s Institute for Interna- 
tional Relations, said Taiwan 
sought to keep indirect trade to a 
minimum “so that we don’t be- 
come an economic hostage.” 

Asked whether the retun to 
China of Hong Kong and Macao 
in the last three years of this 
century would influence Taiwan, 
he said the island was different 
because its people had a choice. 

“Hong Kong will lose its shine. 


It will not collapse suddenly, but 
there will be a slow and un- 
pleasant decline — a sunset phe- 
nomenon,” he said. 

China has offered Taiwan the 
same “one country, two systems” 
terms as Horig Kong and Macao, 
so that it would be allowed to 
keep its capitalist economy. 

However, Shaw said reumfica- 
tiou on Peking’s terms became 
increasingly unlikely as the gap in 
living standards widened between 
poor, populous China and 
Taiwan, which has the world's 
fourth largest foreign exchange 
reserves. 

Shaw said he did not think 
recent political changes in China 
would have any impact on Pek- 
ing’s policies toward Taiwan. 
Chinese leaders were too bogged 
down in their own problems to 
think about Taiwan, he said. 

A Western pofificaL. analyst in 
Taipei, raid ffieTbrCecf resignation 
of C3fibe& Communist Party 
chief Hu Yaobang had hardened 
Taiwan’s “no contact” policy. 

“It’s seen as another chapter in 
Peking’s corrupt palace politics,” 
said the analyst. 

China has not ruled out the use 
of force if peaceful methods fro! 
to achieve reunification. 

Asked how long Peking would 
be prepared to go on having its 
peaceful overtures ignored by 
Taipei, an official at one of a 
chain of coastal reception centres 
for covert Taiwanese visitors 
said: “Maybe until the end of this 
century." 

But a senior foreign affairs 
department official at Xiamen 
said only Chinese leader Deng 
Xiaoping knew the answer. 

Western diplomats said it was 
hard to envisage a Chinese attack 
against Taiwan because it would 
carry enormous military and di- 
plomatic costs. 

However, one said that pro- 
independence Taiwanese politi- 
cians, who did not share the 
Nationalist — and Co mmunis t — 
view that there was only one 
China, risked stepping on “the 
biggest corn” of the mainland 
dragon if they pushed their views 
too hard. 


Mozambique’s ‘breadbasket’ devastated by war 


By Wendy Sdiwegmann 

Renter 


QUEUMANE, Mozambique — 
Only the rats eat well in Queli- 


mane, capital of the once fertile 
province of Zambezia in northern 
Mozambique. 


War, hunger and desperate 
shortage of medicines have re- 
duced Zambezia to a disaster 


While Western food aid trick- 
les through Quelimane, the main 
provincial port, a few miles away 
hundreds of emaciated refugees, 
their shrunken limbs poking 
through ragged garments, try to 
eke out an existence from cassa- 
va, rice and donated maize. 

Once the breadbasket of 
Mozambique and producer of 
agricultural exports, Zambezia 
can no longer even feed itself. 


shade of the erode reed huts were 
ill and pathetically thin. 

At another camp, Nicoadala. a 
25-year-old mother, Florenria 
Joao, spooned tea and sugar 
through the lips of her mal- 
nourished baby. “I cannot breast- 
feed. There is only tea to keep my 
baby alive.” she said. 

Sacks of maize and beans — 
bearing the stamp “Furnished by 
the people of the United States of 
America” — were piled at Qneli- 
mane but distribution is ham- 
pered by the inefficiency of the 
old, ill-equipped port and an 
acute shortage of transport. 


Drought and typhoons have 
added to the devastation wreaked 
by the war between forces of the 
Marxist government and U.S. 
backed guerrillas of the Mozambi- 
que National Resistance (MNR) 
which has drained the country 
since independence from Portug- 
al .in 1975. 

At least four children have died 
in nearby Mariebe settlement this 
month, residents say, and some 
of the 600 refugees huddled in the 


A ship’s officer complained 
that much of the food was pil- 
fered by dockers and government 
officials before it left the harbour. 

Officials said there were only 
two aid trucks in working order in 
the whole of Zambezia. 

Seven new Volvo lorries don- 
ated by Canada have been parked 
in the port for weeks. Aid work- 
ers lamented it had taken eight 
months for them to reach Qnelf- 
mane and now local offidals were 
taking time to process the import 
papers. 

Until regular aid started 
reaching Quelimane late last 
year, refugees feeling the MNR 
were receiving about 850 calories 
each day compared with the re- 
commended minimum of 2,100,’ 


Belliappa Kodendera, of the 
American aid organisation Care 
said. 

Out in the bnsh, thousands 
more were still not being 
reached, cut off by the fighting, 
he said. 

The United Nations has recent- 
ly launched an emergency appeal 
for Mozambique where it esti- 
mates nearly four million people 
— a quarter of the population — 
are at risk from hunger. A million 
of those have been uprooted by 
the civil war. 

Although basic aid is reaching 
many people, organisers say 
there are desperate shortages of 
milk and medicine. 

Medical staff at Quelimane 
hospital say they need eggs, 
meat, fish and bread. The wards 
are packed with malnourished 
children and maimed war casual- 
ties. 

“This week, we have no anti- 
biotics," said a nurse. “We have 
anaesthetic but no oxygen ... We 
can only do very urgent surgical 
operations.” 

Fat brown rats scavenged 
around tbe hospital kitchens. 
“Only the rats eat well,” the 
nurse added. 

Shortages are so severe that 
one Quelimane supermarket dis- 
played only yellow bottles of de- 
tergent spaced out along other- 
wise empty shelves. 




Another shop’s window display 
consisted of seven buttons, eight 
tiny pots of hair oil, an old child's 
vest and a poster advertising last 
year’s elections. 

Opposite the crumbling former 
Portuguese Catholic cathedral, 
Soviet and Tanzanian military 
advisers are billeted in a hotel, 
one of Quelimane*s few smart 
bufldings. 

Aid- offidals confirmed gov- 
ernment claim* that the govern- 
ment recently regained control of 
some areas of Zambezia overrun 
by rebels last year. 

Despite tbe victories, refugees 
continue to stream to the coast 
from the hinterland. 

The aid teams, however, reject 
a comparison with the Ethiopian 
famine. Unlike Ethio pia T the re- 
fugees in Mozambique usually 
survive on roots, berries, leaves 
and fruit scavenged as they flee, 
they said. 






of a highly distinctive community. 
Every social study has turned up 

2 evidence of Jews’ com- 
cohesivesess. 

The most preverse argument 
made is that Americans must 
settle in Israel if they want to 
have a Jewish future because the 
bemgm welcoming dimate here is 
destructive to Jewish culture. Un- 
less we all live in little ghettos, 
the reasoning goes, we’re going 
to disappear. Jews can maintain 
themselves only in a segregated 
circ ums tance, and so tbe State of 
Israel offers the only hope. But 
where does tins bizarre argument 
come from? 

When the political Zionist 
movement began in the 19th Cen- 
tury, the projected Jewish state 
was supposed to serve as haven 
for Jews who wished to go there 
or had no other choice. What 
would happen to tbe others was 
not quite dear. Some thought 
they should assimilate, so that 
pretty much all Jews would live in 
the Jews’ state. Others projected 
that state as a “spiritual centre” 
that would serve as a light to 
Israel, the Jewish people, where- 
ver they lived, and even to tbe 
nations. 

Later on, with the success of 
the State of Israel, a new claim 
came forth. Only in the State of 
Israel can Jews live a “full Jewish 
fife,” and, still further, only in the 
State of Israel can Jews have a 
future. Jews in the Diaspora 


(Israelis arc too polite to can it 
“the Exile”) win wither and fide. 

What that has come to mean is 
simple. As an Israeli professor of 
political science from Td Aviv 
University said to me, "If you are 
right, we are wrong." What be 
meant is that if Jews m the United 
States give evidence of sustaining 

a Iona future, then there » no 
“needT to build, or live in, the 
Jewish state. Consequently, any. 
one who maintained that Jews m 
other countries can succeed in 
maintaining their distinctive com- 


munity and faith became “anti- 
Zionist” or even “anti- Jewish.’* 


What I hear in the odd turning 
of ideology is that Jews cannot 
live in a free and open society, 
that Judaism required the ghetto, 
and that freedom — an absolute 
good for everyone else — is bad 
for the Jews. What a remarkable 
judgment upon the human mean- 
ing of Judaism! 

So let's turn the matter around 
and ask whether Zionism has 
kept its promises for the Jews. 
Where — really — is it better to 
be a Jew? 

Zionism promised that the 
Jewish state would be a spiritual 
centre for the Jewish people. But 
today, in all the Jewish world, 
who — as a matter of Jewish 
sentiment or expression — reads 
an Israeli book, or looks at an 
Israeli painting, or goes to an 
Israeli play, or listens to Israeli 
music? 


LETTERS 


Give it a helping hand 


To the Editor: 


I was gratified, but not surprised, to learn that others share my 
feelings about the recent measure adopted by the government in 
raising the departure tax on visitors to this country. 

My last letter implied that tourism in Jordan is an orphan: No 
spokesman, no sponsor, no father and mother. It is a sad truth, 
rat nonetheless a truth that we live with. 

And yet, this orphan generated a surplus in excess of JD 226 
million (Yes! 226,000,000 dinars) over a period of 5 years from 1981 
to 1985. Tbe pity is tbe slow dectine in the size of the annual 
surplus from JD 59.3 million in 1981 to an estimated JD 37.75 
milli on in 1985. I am not contenting that these are impressive 
figures. Surely, when compared to the performance of other 
industries, these figures look puny and insignificant. 

But this is a lopsided view of tourism! 

Despite the fact that we have a huge overcapacity of deluxe 
hotels, can one possibly imagine Amman without at Wasf The 
Intercontinental orjth? Regency Palace or. the Marriott?.. _ 
Can iuayohe really saythatTStra could have'ddne wHJitiutlbe 
Forum Hotel? " * '* 

Despite all that is wrong with monopolies and exclusivities in 
any service industr y, is th ere anyone who can say we could have 
done without the JETT Bus Company? 

And what about Royal Jordanian? Indeed, since we do not 
manufacture flying machines in this country, we had to pay 


precious foreign exchange to buy the equipment that Royal 
Jordanian fly. But who wfl] stand up and sav we could have done 


Jordanian fly. Bat who will stand up and say’ we could have done 
■it without the 727*8, 707*5, Airbus or whatever? Can anyone 
possibly measure or quantify the effect the airline had on the 
superb image that this country enjoys all over the world? 

My point is that despite the drain that tourism had caused on 
the resources of the country by having to import most of the 
material that has gone in building the infrastructure; despite the 
fact that Jordanians have spent more on their foreign travel in 
recent years; despite the very sensitive nature of this industry, 
affected as it is by every minor political storm within a 3,000 mile 
radius (absurd but very true); despite the lack of any coordinated 
masterplan for tourism development over the last 10 years; Jordan, 
like every other country in the world, must 'invest in an 
infrastructure of services like hotels, airlines, buses, restaurants, 
taxis etc. regardless of their effect on tourism. 

I invite you to take a closer look at some figures published by 
tbe Central Bank: 


(Figures in raOfions) 1981 


Travel Receipts: 180.84 183.48 183.05 

Travel Payments: 121.55 131.28 132.43 


173.22 204.17 
146.45 166.42 


Surplus: 


59.29 52.20 

"estimate 


The travel payments figures include money transferred abroad 
for the purpose of studies. In fact, the Central Bank estimates that 
the Jordanians have spent the following on “tourism and medical 
care”: 

(In milliims) 

1981 1982 1983 1984* 1985* 


68.97 53.96 52.16 69.13 89-10 


estimate 


If anything, these figures emphasise the real contribution of this 
mdustiy to the overall economy. However, from a purely fiscal 
pomt of view, the tremendous increase in the total spent by 
Jordanians during the last two years is not a healthy sign. 
Domestic tourism must be built into a viable alternative. Surely 
these figures indicate that an investment in additional facilities 
that will appeal to the Jordanians to stay home is called for. Look 
at all the money we can save! 


The total surplus comes out to JD 226.63 million. At today’s 
rate of exchange, this amount is equal to S666.5 millio n 

' Ministry of Tourism estimated a total 
investment of $432.4 mfllion in the tourism sector (hotels, car 
ren^commnics travel agencies, souvenir shops, etc.), the 
mmistry estimated that projects under way, and pSned, at flat 
toe «me up to an additional $154.06. /^uming^iroj^ 
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English language teaching in Jordan: The teacher 

By Dr. Ahmad Majdoubeh 


THE success or faflore of English teaching at oar schools 



si gnific antly more so than in any other subject, is firmly tied to die 
tcadier's temperament, competence, and commitment. The last 
two are absolutely crucial. 

A student who does not receive adequate attention from his 

hsb teacher finds ham s e tf greatly isolated. He may be able to , 

m his faznfiy or neighbourhood, someone who can him with 
ms Arabic, history, and even math lessons. But he rarely can, 
especially in lesser privileged areas, find someooe who can help him 

With R nn l»k 1 / s .. ....... . r . . S 


\ 



ff ven op trying to learn. These clearly need an expert as well as a 
devoted teacher to lead them out of die abyss. 

Most of oor English teachers, unfortunately, do not live op to our 
expec tations. Many of them, fust, do not know the subject they are 
supposed to be experts in. This is a serious matter indeed. I have 
had, for three years, constant contact with a wide-range of En glish 
teachers, many of whom enroll as evening students at Yarmouk 
University. The revelations are stunning. Some have been teaching 


ighsh for five, ten, or fifteen years, and their English (without 
__ radon) is Kke my Chinese (non-existent). With the exception 
of a few outstanding individuals, most can neither speak, write, 
read, nor understand the language. 

This phenomenon is not surprising: Most such instructors have 
not had solid training in their "speciality.” They are either Tawjlhi 
graduates, whese English is the little they have gathered over the 
years, or community college graduates, where the English program- 
me is simply no good. Some, a significant “some,” have never even 
studied the language seriously. These are history, physical educa- 
tion, Arabic, etc., teachers who were asked to teach the subject at 
one £oint, because of the shortage in English teachers, and 
continued to do so ever since. 

These is , secondly, a more general aspect to the English teaching 
crists. / , 'Our English teachers, like the rest of their colleagues, 
generally lack a sense of commitment to their calling. Some do not 
tik&ihe profession and arc in it because there is nothing better to 
do y some feel that other fellow teachers are not doing their job 
perly, and thus why should they; others have good intentions 
do not know howto contribute positively; while others (and this 
perhaps the most wide-spread) simply have no time. Many are 
’’ as shop owners, electricians, contractors, athletes, taxi- 


drivers, singers, actors, and peddlers. 

The solution, as I see it, is bipartite. First, serious attention 
should be paid to the teachers' unsatisfactory command of the 
language. The Ministry of Education ought to bold extensive 
training courses whose aim is to upgrade the teachers' level of 
competence. Such seminars could be held in either nearby, 
convenient places dozing the regular academic year or at our three 
universities, during the long summer vacation. 

Secondly, the Ministry needs to address the teachers' overall 
situation. The causes of the decline of the profession, and it has 
declined rather drastically over the past decade, must be deter- 
mined and eliminated. Such causes are partly financial no doubt, 
but they are also, in my opinion, psychological and adminis trative. 
We do indeed want our teachers to rake pride in their calling and to 
give not the bare minimum, as they presently do, but very 
generously. 

I do not mean to underrate the contribution of those few 
teachers who, like unknown soldiers, have been working silently, 
ably, diligently, and faithfully. As a matter of fact, the little, but 
beartenmg, success there is in our education today is due to their 
efforts. Yet these teachers are a minority, and the larger picture 
does not look good. 
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AIDS patients 





costs for new 
drug treatment 


& 


By David Brough 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Many Amer- 
ican AIDS patients fear a painful 
choice between economic ruin 
and premature death due to the 
astronomic cost of a new drug 
called Azt which could prolong 
their lives, say officials who work 
with them. 

The estimated cost of 
thousands of dollars for a year’s 
treatment of the newly-approved 
drug may bar its use by those 
without private health insurance 
who do not meet the poverty 
levels required to qualify for the 
federally-funded medicaid health 
insurance programme. 

About 30,000 cases of AIDS 
(Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome) have been diagnosed 
in the United States. 

The fatal disease, for which 
there is no known cure, kills by 
breaking down the immune sys- 
tem, leaving the body vulnerable 
to a host of other illnesses. It is 
spread through the exchange of 
body fluids during sexual activity, 
as well as by the use of contamin- 
ated blood products and in- 
travenous needles. 

Azt, or Azidothymidme, was 
the first drug approved by the 
government for treatment of 
AIDS patients in the United 
States. 

Developed by North Carolina- 
based Burroughs Wellcome Co., 
the U.S. arm of Britain's Well- 
come PLC, it has also been 
approved for marketing in Britain 
and France. 

Kathy Bartlett, a Burroughs 
Wellcome spokeswoman, said the 
company estimated that after 
Federal Food and Drag Adminis- 
tration (FDA) approval last 
week, Azt's retail cost wffl be 
from $7,000 to $10,000 for a 
year’s treatment, depending on 
the dosage required and the 
wholesaler’s profit 

The drug, to be marketed 
under the name Retrovir, is not a 
cure for the killer disease but has 
been shown in clinical trials to 
slow its progression. 

“For those (AIDS patients) 
who can't afford it, it would be 
juite devastating,” said Jay Van 

ome, an AIDS sufferer who 
works for an AIDS hotline. 

Tom Jefferson of Project In- 
form, a San Francisco-based . 
organisation that closely follows 
the progress of medical treatment 


S 


for AIDS, said numerous suffer- 
ers had called expressing concern 
over the price of the dings includ- 
ing AzL 

“A lot of people are devastated 
and demoralised,? he said. 

“It’s a difficult situation be- 
cause if a person has a year to 
live, they have a need for Azt 
treatment but they may have to 
pay a lot for it,” said Lori Behr- 
man of the gay men’s health crisis 
hotline in New York. 

“How can you charge more 
than $10,000?” she added. 

“I don't have the money to 
pay,” said Archie Harrison, an 
AIDS patient in New York City, 
who has been treated with Azt at 
no cost over the past six months 
under a special programme. 

Under the programme more 
than 4,000 AIDS patients re- 
ceived the drag free of charge or 
at cost for taring part in chmeal 
tests or by meeting certain 
criteria, set by the company. 

Harrison is afraid the free 
treatment will now end because 
of the FDA’s approval of the 
drug for marketing. 

Harrison said he knows other 
ADDS patients who are worried 
that they will not be able to afford 
Azt because they do not have a 
health plan and do not qualify for 
medicaid. 

- Bartlett said Azt was expensive 
because of high production costs, 
research and development costs 
and a possibly limited lifespan. 

“We recognise that we are 
. faced with a very uncertain future 
(for the drag),” she said. “We 
still have a great deal to leant 
about the drag and the patient 
groups (that use it).” 

Burroughs Wellcome had cons- 
idered patients' needs when prid- 
ing Azt, and had kept the price 
lower than it would otherwise 
have been, she added. 

AIDS patients with private 
health insurance plais have hope 
as long as their coverage includes 
prescription drags. 

Charlotte Cienson, a spokes- 
woman for the Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield Association, winch 
represents a major U.S. health 
insurance {dan, said Bine Cross 
does pay for FDA-approved pre- 
scription drags as fong as an 
individual's contract includes spe- 
cific coverage, for such drugs. 

“If the FDA says (Azt) is 
approved for accepted medical 
practice,, well pay,” she said. . 
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Ruler and ruled meet in Saudi Arabia’s majiis 


By Phfifp Sbehadi 

Reuter 

RIYADH — The prince strides 
briskly into a large sitting room, 
gold-trimmed black robe flowing 
" ’ id him. leading a throng of 
Saudi Arabian citizens. 

Old and young, desert and city 
dwellers, bedouin and university 
graduates, they follow Prince Sal- 
man to his seat and form a fine to 
greet him, bending down to kiss 
his right shoulder. 

The majiis, centuries-old fea- 


ture of bedouin political life, still 
thrives in modern Saudi Arabia. 

In this capita! city where gov- 
ernment agencies and civil ser- 
vants have proliferated, ordinary 
citizens can still take their grie- 
vances to the majiis, an open 
court held by senior male mem- 
bers of the royal family. 

“Members of the royal family 
see more ordinary people than 
bureaucrats and ministers,” one 
prince said. “The higher up they 
are, the more people they see.” 
As governor of Riyadh and a 


brother of King Fahd, Prince 
Salman probably meets 300 peo- 
ple a day, oue aide said. “Some 
come just to pay their respects. 
Some have minor problems, 
some have major ones.” 

The requests are scribbled on a 
paper handed to an aide before 
the greeting. The sick may need 
money for an operation, a young 
man may be unable to pay his 
wedding costs and bride price. 

“It could be anything from a 
request to transfer a student from 
one school to another to a plea to 


the 
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NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC NEWS GRAPHIC 


Although most accounts of the 
sinking of the Titanic attribute 
the disaster to a 300-foot-long 
gash ripped into the liner's star- 
board bow by an iceberg, divers 
who recently inspected the huik 
saw no gash. 



Celebration of the U.S. Centennial in 1876 was tempered by the news that a 
Seventh Cavalry battalion had just been annihilated by Sioux and Cheyenne 
warriors at the Little Bighorn. 



A comet colliding with the earth could 
cause a mass extinction similar to the 
one that erased the dinosaurs and 
most other species on earth about 65 
million years ago. 

Drawings by States WttMfay 

© Natowd Geographic Society 
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When an opponent who had been mak- 
ing a boring speech in the British Parlia- 
ment accused Lord North of being 
asleep, North retorted, “I wish to God I 
was.” 


commute a death sentence, 
aide said. 

Those with requests form two 
fines on either side of the prince 
and wait for their names to be 
called out. They have a minute or 
two to explain their case to the 
prince, who refers it to an aide or 
the appropriate government de- 
partment. 

In some instances, the prince’s 
instructions merely speed up a 
process that might have taken 
time through normal bureaucratic 
channels. 

In other cases, he can lighten 
court sentences, authorise pay- 
ments and arbitrate disputes. A 
prince’s ability and willingness to 
do so have traditionally been a 
mark of his social and political 
stature. 

The system provides a means 
for citizens to influence policy in 
what is theoretically an absolute 
monarchy. 

Saudi officials and Western di- 
plomats say public pressure 
through the majiis system was a 
major factor in the repeal of cuts 
in government wheat purchases 
announced in late 1985. 

The cuts had prompted an out- 
cry from farmers who depend on 
subsidised government purchases 
to market their wheat. 

The officials also say "business- 
men's lobby” successfully 
appealed for state deficit spend- 
ing to keep the economy afloat 
at a time of recession caused by 
lower oil revenues. 

The government plans to dip 
into reserve to finance a 52.7 
billion riyal ($14 billion) deficit in 
The 1987 budget 

Saadi officials say the majlises 
are working well enough to fore- 
stall any immediate need for a 
more systematic and institutional 
system of citizen participation in 
government. 

King Fahd and some of the 
country's senior princes have 
publicly supported the idea of a 
consultative assembly or parlia- 
ment that would gather repre- 
sentatives from around the coun- 
try to discuss policy issues. 

Diplomats and officials say 
such an assembly would help cen- 
tralise the process of consultation 
and involve representatives of the 
kingdom’s different provinces, 
some of which lie more than 
1,000 kilometres from Riyadh. 

Appointed parliaments with a 
consultative role already exist in 
neighbouring Qatar and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. Kuwait had 
an elected parliament until the 
emir dissolved it last year, citing 
national security and economic 
crises. 

King Fahd commissioned a hall 
for a consultative assembly as 
part of a new government com- 
plex in Riyadh this month. 
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Give them a break 

WHENEVER there is talk of a government reshuffle many 
mustaozereen. ministerial aspirants, heat up and their names, 
through the gossip mills, start rirculating at high speed. And there 
has been talk of a reshuffle for some time now. And the “hopefuls” 
and their friends are the talk of Amman's salons. Some names ore 
on the top of the fist and talk about their “nomination” is pretty 
strong. 

Well, having no ambitions myself, I And cabinet changes, 
reshuffles and the like a bit harmful. Shouldn't a minister be given 
enough time to implement and evaluate his policies? We have seen 
bow new ministers, for example, “kill” previous laws or resurrect 
“dead” ones: The case of seatbelts is only one example. So, it is my 
humble opinion that right now what people are looking for is not 
really new faces, but new decisions. And that is why 1 think that 
each minister should be given the chance to follow up with his 
programme or modify it when he finds that there is a need for it. 
For example, a long list of exceptions has been already issued 
concemig the JD 15 airport tax. And more in that direction should 
follow. Some public service employees for example have com- 
plained that they were not exempted even when they travel on 
official business. The Ministry of Labour is also expected to come 
up with amendments to its JD 150 fee imposed on work permits for 
domestic helpers. Some speculators talk of a “graduated” fee, 
where the employer would pay JD 50 for the first helper, JD 100 
for the second. JD 150 for the third and so on. For sure nobody 
would find it unfair as those who can afford three domestic helpers 
should not be on an equal footing with those who can barely afford 
one. 


Asian droughts 
linked to El Nino 


By Gavin Greenwood 
Reuter 

HONG KONG — Droughts as 
far apart as China, Australia and 
Sri Lanka are being linked by 
weather scientists to a little- 
understood phenomenon called 
B Nino. 

El Nino, Spanish for “Christ 
Child,” is the name given to 
warm waters which appear at 
Christmas off the coast of Peru. 
They displace the normally cool 
Pacific waters and this in turn can 
disrupt weather patterns all over 
the world through a complex pro- 
cess that scientists are only just 
beginning to understand. 

One effect of El Nino phe- 
nomenon is that it can deflect 
rain-bearing clouds which form 
over tbe Pacific away from Au- 
stralia and. the coasts of Asia. 
This then further disrupts estab- 
lished weather patterns on both 
continents. 

Rice and wheat farmers in Chi- 
na, sugarcane growers in Austra- 
lia and tea plantation managers in 
Sri Lanka are all anxiously wait- 
ing to see whether the rains will 
arrive in time to prevent serious 
losses to their crops. 

Since early this year, China's 
official press has been warning of 
widespread drought and one 
newspaper in Hong Kong has 
described the drought as the 
worst in 20 years. 

In Sri Lanka, up to a third of 
the country is affected by drought 
and mudi of the crop, one of the 
cornerstones of the island's eco% 
corny, is threatened. 

In Australia, the present 
drought stires bitter memories of 
the devastation caused in 1982- 
83, the last time El Nino exerted 
a major influence on the earth's 
weather system. 

Meteorologists from Accu- 
weather, a global commercial 
weather forecasting service, 
noted that each annual El Nino 
“event” was unique and did not 
always produce the same effect, 
adding that the present impact 
was far less pronounced than in 
1982-83. 

The drought in China has 
affected major rice and wheat 
growing areas, according to re- 
ports in the official press. 

Rainfall in the key fanning 
provinces of Henan and Sichuan 
was 70 per cent lower than usual 
during February, the Hong Kong 
newspaper Wen Wei Po re- 


ported. 

It also said the dry weaLher had 
reduced the amount of water 
stored by more than 20 per cent 
compared to the same period last 
year. River levels were lower and 
hydroelectric power was affected, 
leading to poweT shortages in 
industry and households. 

The upper reaches of the Yang- 
tze were at their lowest levels in a 
century, causing many ships to 
ran aground. Wen Wei Po said. 

The drought in China has been 
accompanied by unusually high 
temperatures. The official Peo- 
ple’s Daily said Sichuan had re- 
corded temperatures three de- 
grees centigrade higher than 
average and rainfall up to 70 per 
cent below normal since early 
February. 

The new China News Agency 
said the average December 
temperature in Harbin in the 
north east was six degrees centig- 
rade higher than in December 
1985 ana 14 degrees higher than 
in December 1984. 

The temperature in Shanghai 
reached an almost unprecedented 
26.8 C at one point last month, 
the agency said. 

In Australia, concern is grow- 
ing over below-average rainfall 
levels in parts of the sugarcane 
belt along the Queensland Coast 
and in Western Australia's belt, 
state meteorological bureau offi- 
cials said. 

For many farmers and govern- 
ment officials the fear is that 
while the present low rainfall 
does not yet pose a major threat, 
the prospect of a dry autumn- 
winter when the wheat crop is in 
its early stages certainly docs. 

Concern in Australia is height- 
ened by the memory of the 1982- 
83 drought that saw the wheat 
crop cut by half because of E! 
Nino. 

The prospects for an end to the 
droughts vary, Accu-weather 
said. 

China will have to wait for the 
May-September rains which nor- 
mally proride the region with 80 
per cent of its annual rainfall. 

In Australia, areas of Queens- 
land's coastal strip have received 
less than half their normal rainfall 
during the current wet season, 
and prospects for increased rains 
are diminishing as the rainy sea- 
son is about to end. 

In Sri Lanka, the drought has 
come when rainfall should be at 
its maximum for the year. 
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The First and Only Greek 
Restaurant In Jordan 
TONIGHT 

'and every night 

J w* j< 

„ZORBA THE GREEK. 

LOCATED- 

JABAL AMMAN 2ND CIRCLE 
OPP FRENCH LOAF 
TEL 641585 *3 cOvrfl OUAGA 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Triuimgrlsavaitabh 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Naming pot is available 

Tfefc* nrayavmOmbtm 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
183)0-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Taka-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m, 
& 6:30p.m. ■ midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641893 


' CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight y 
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Sweden’s Wilander begins 
defence of Belgian title 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
Sweden’s Mats Wilander 
defence of his title in the $315,? 
Belgian Indoor Tennis Cham- 
pionships by defeating young 
Eduardo Masso of Argentina 7-5, 
6 - 2 . 

Wilander is seeded second in 
the 32-player field behind two- 
time Wimbledon champion Boris. 
Becker of West Germany. Beck- 
er and the no. 3 seed, American 
John McEnroe, are scheduled to 
play their first round matches. 

In the biggest upset of the 
indoor tournament so far, Jan 
Gunnarsscn of Sweden ousted 
fourth-seeded Emilio Sanchez of 
Spain, who is ranked 16th in the 
world, 6-1, 7-6. 

'Wilander started slowly as 
Masso, repeating going to the 


net, broke his highly ranked 
opponent in the seventh game of 
die opening set and then held to 
take a 5-3 lead. The Swede, who 
cautiously stayed on the baseline, 
then ripped through next four 
games, breaking Masso in the 
10th game and 12th games to take 
the set. 

The Argentine attacked a; 
in the second set and held to 
alternating baseline rallies with 
net play and drop shots. But he 
started to tire. 

Wilander then took the next 
four games to dose out the match 
in 76 minutes. 

Another Swede, seventh- 
seeded Andeis Jarryd, won his 
first-round matrh by dominating 
Libor Phnek of Czechoslovakia 
6-3, 6-3. 


Juventus president to take 
two-player limit to court 


ROME (R) — Juventus Presi- 
dent Giampiero Boniperti has de- 
cided to contest in the European 
high court an Italian Soccer Fed- 
eration limit on the number of 
foreign players allowed per team, 
Italian newspaper said. 

A Juventus spokesman told 
Reuters he was not authorised to 
speak about the decision. 
Boniperti was not available for 
comment. 

Juventus said two weeks ago, 
when the federation announced it 
was keeping the two-player limit 
for next season, that it was con- 
sidering legal action under Euro- 
pean Community (EC) regula- 
tions governing the free move- 
ment of workers between mem- 
ber states. 

The Gazzetta Dello Sport said 
Tuesday Juventus lawyers had 
advised Boniperti to sign a con- 
tract with a third foreign player 
for next season. 


Juventus. the reigning cham- 

S ‘on, already has Dane Michael 
iudrup and' Fren chman Michel 
Platini. But Platini is due to make 
way for Welsh striker Ian Rush 
who has been signed for $4.6 
million from Liverpool 
The club would then ask the 
soccer federation to approve the 
third contract and, faced with its 
refusal in line with the two-player 
restriction, would ask the Euro- 
pean high court to intervene, the 
newspaper said. 

Italy’s borders, closed to new 
soccer imports since 1984 to allow 
the national side an undisturbed 
run-up to last year’s- World Cop, 
are reopening again at the end of 
the present season. 

But federation special commis- 
sioner Franco Carxaro decided 
that the two-player limit would 
stay after lobbying from poorer 
dubs who feared that wealthy 
teams like Juventus would buy in 
all the top talent. 


Prince Abdullah 
sees off air 
racers for Rome 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

’AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdallah, manoeuvring 
with his military chopper, on 
Wednesday saw off the pilots of 
the Paris-Pekmg-Paris air race 
who are flying to Rome, the 
penultimate leg of the race. The 
17 aircraft are expected to reach 
their final destination on Friday, j 

Two Royal Jordanian Air 
Force choppers, including that 
piloted by Prince Abdallah, 
escorted the planes as they took 
off from the ta rmac at the Am- 
man airport until they gained 
altitude and set 1 off for their des- 
tination. The aircraft, competing 
to win the air race, arrived here 
from Bombay last Saturday as 
part of their 19-leg competition. 

Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor received the 
crews of the aircraft on Monday 
and awarded the three winners, 
with prizes and token gifts amidst 
a spectacular aerobatic showk 
staged by the pilots of the Royal 
Falcons. 

Microjet Mammonth, piloted 
by Raymond Michel with co-pilot 
Remi Grasset, leads the race 
whereas Iralia Wings, a Cessna 
310, is second, the Manpower 
another Cessna 310 captained by 
Delio Iglesias and Jean-Qaude 
Lssse, ranks third. 


Former boxing 
champion to be 
tried for smuggling 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— Former world junior light- 
weight champion Samuel “Sam- 
my” Serrano will go on trial 
Monday on charges of bringing 
millions of dollars worth of illegal 
drugs into Puerto Rico. 

Serrano was charged in a 12- 
count indictment that includes 30 
other persons allegedly con- 
nected with drug traffick ing gang. 


At 17, Britain’s Sarah Hardcastle is 
•hanging up trunks to be ‘teenager’ 


LONDON (AP) — International 
Sw imming star Sarah Hardcastle 
is quitting the sport at the age of 
17, passing up the prospect of 
more medals “to be like any 
other teen-ager.” 

Hardcastle, the only female 
.British.swimmer to win medals at 


Hardcastle won her first major 
medal at the 1983 European 
Championships, capturing a 
bronze in the 800-metre freestyle. 

As a 15-year-old, she won a 
silver and a bronze at the 1984 
. Los Angeles Olympics and last 
July, at the Commonwealth. 


World,. Olympic, European and ^Gainej in Scotland, she came 


Commonwealth level says she 
wants to catch up on lost time and 
live life on her own terms. 

“I’ve missed out on a lot of 
things that jgirls my age have been 
doing for years,” she said in a 
telephone interview Tuesday. 
“It’s about time I joined in. I 
want to spread my wings.” 

Hardcastle began competitive 
swimming at 13, and said that 
starting so young made her resent 
the sport. She has done little 
serious training for the past six 
months and said she won't miss 
competing. 

“If you are made to do some- 
thing you no longer want to do, 
you start hating it and that’s bow 
I fell now,” she said. “Maybe if 
Td started at 15, dungs would be 
different.” 


within 15 hundredths of a second 
of breaking Tracey Wickham's 
eight-year-old world record in 
the 800-freestyle. 

The stage was set for another 
crack at the record one month 
later, at the World Cham- 
pionships in Madrid. But on her 
big day, Hardcastle flopped. 

After winning a bronze in the 
400 freestyle, she began her main 
event as one of the favourites but 
finished fifth. 

“I began thinking about retire- 
ment immediately afterwards,” 
she said. “My heart just wasn't in 
it any more. I’ve got to make the 
break now. It’s just not what I 
want to do any more. People 
grow out of old habits.” 

Hardcastle announced her re- 
tirement despite an offer from 
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Britain’s Sports Aid Foundation 
of £10,000 ($16,200) over 18 
months if she would keep training 
for the 1988 Olympics in Seoul. 

Her coach, Peter Hi g gs, was 
mystified by her decision. 

“She didn’t comeand see me 
.about giving. up;” said Higgs. “It 
seems completely iflogical espe- 
cially after being" offered a 
grant.” 

Higgs said he hoped Hardcastle 
had simply made a rash decision 
and soon would be back in the 
water. 

“She says things sometimes 
without really thinking them 
through,” he said. 

But Hardcastle was adamant 
that she would not change her 
mind. 

“I’ve taken everything into 
consideration,” she said. 
“Obviously, the money would 
have helped but it can’t change 
how I feel inside. I've already had 
what I regard as a successful 
career but I can’t carry on if I 
haven’t got the competitive 
spirit” 

Hardcastle said she hopes to 
move to London from her home 
at Southend on the English south- 
east coast to take a job at a fitness 
and leisure centre. 

She wants to spend more time 
with her fiance, looking for a 
house to buy before getting mar- 
ried. She also wants to play more 
squash, deep when she likes and 
take vacations. 

“I’ve travelled the world, but I 
haven’t seen it,” she said. 

Most of all, Hardcastle just 
wants to be anonymous. 

“When yon are walking down 
the street, yon don't want to be 
pointed out all the time. After a 
while, you just want to blend into 
the background,” she said. “I 
want to be like any other teen- 
ager.” 



France, 
danger of losing crown 


m 


DIVING SAVE: Jordan’s Khalid A wad 
drives a blistering shot on net which the Cypriot 
n yti^nai jwaiip dives to grab* The friendly soccer 
imrtrh between Jordan’s and Cyprus’ nation al 
teams, hgU at Amman Stadium on Wednesday, 


ended with a 2-1 victory for Jordan. The friendly fa 
in preparation for Jordan’s first round Olympic j 
qualifier against the United Arab Emirates sche- 1 
doled for April 3 at Amman Stadium (Photo by j 
Yousef A1 ‘Allan). 


Werdel stuns Shriver in 
Washington women’s tennis 


FAIRFAX, Virginia (AP) — 
Marianne Werdel, spraying the 
ball at the comers with a barrage 
of consistent groundstrokes, stun- 
ned second-seeded Pam Shriver 
Tuesday, 7-6, 3-6, 7-6, in opening 
round action of the $150,000 
Washington women’s tennis 
tournament. 

Werdel, United States, fought 
back from a 5-4 deficit in the final 
set, then won the tiebreaker, 7-3. 

Shriver, (he fifth-ranked player 
in the world, could not contend . 
with the power-hitting of Werdel, 
19, who refused to fold when 
Shriver served for the match at 
5-4 moments after breaking 
serve. 

Shrivtsr, United States, 
appeared in control after easily 
winning the second set, but Wer- 
del never qnit banging the ball 
and, despite her power, rarely 
had a mishit. 

Earlier, Czechoslovakia's 
Hana Mandlikova, die top seed, 
advanced to the round of 16 with 
a 6-3, 6-4 triumph over qualifier 
Gigi Fernandez. Mandlikova, 
ranked no. 4 in the world, trailed 
0-2 and 15-40 at the outset of the* 
match before winning 20 of die 
next. 23 points to take control. 

'Next for Mandlikova is Hong 
Kong’s Patricia Hy, who beat 
Teny Phelps, United States, 
Tuesday, 64, 7-5. 


Third-seeded Helena Sukova 
of Czechoslovakia had little trou- 
ble in advancing to the second 
round, losing only eight points on 
her serve in a 6-3, 6-1 victory over 
England’s Jo Dnrie. 

Sukova broke Dune's serve 
three times in the opening set, 
then snapped out of a 1-1 tie by 
winning the final five games of 
die second set. 

Also Tuesday, fourth-seeded 
Zma Garrison, United States, 
topped Australia’s Aime Min ter, 
6-2, 64; and eighth-seeded Lori 
McNeil shrugged off match point 
to beat Else Burgjn, United 
States, 6-7, 64, 7-5. 

McNeil, ranked no. 13 in the 
world, pulled out of a 4-5, 3540 
.hole in the final set with two 
straight service winners. She then 
captured the game with a beauti- 
fully-placed crosscourt forehand. 

McNeil, United States, fol- 
lowed by breaking Burgm’s serve 
and then serving out the match. 

Garrison, ranked no. 7 in the 
world, bad an easier time of it 
against Minter, who committed 
10 double faults, including eight 
in the first set 

- In -other first-round matches, 
Wendy Turnbull defeated Joanne 
Russell, 6-1, 6-2, and South Afri- 
ca’s Eina Reinacb eliminated 
Stacey Martin, 6-1, 6-3. 


Cup semifinalist 
beaten in English 
league action 

LONDON (AP) — A crowd of 
just 4,370, the lowest in the En- 
glish First Division since World 
War EC, tamed up at Wimbledon 
and saw the home team beat 
Coventry City 2-1 in a league 
game. 

Coventry, which next month 
plays in its first ever F.A. Cup 
s emifinal, started frill of confi-, 
dence and took the lead Tuesday 
night after just four minutes 
through Mickey Gynn. 

But Wimbledon settled down 
and John Fashanu equalised after 
26 minutes before Carlton Fair- 
weather dmefaed victory - 

None of die leading teams were 
in action in the ni gh t’s four First 
Division games. 

Southampton took a decisive 
step away from the relegation 
zone with its second borne victory 
in four days, a 3-0 success over 
Luton Town. 

Andy Townsend scored after 
just three minutes, George Lawr- 
ence added a second after. 14 
minutes and the same player put 
the result beyond doubt 15 mi- 
nutes from the end. 

Sheffield Wednesday, which 
knocked West Ham out of this 
season’s F-A- Cup, beat the Lon- 
doners,. .again, Lee Chapman 
scoring after five minutes and 
Cad Shutt after 58 in a 2 f 0 away 
success. 


Soviet Kasparov and British Short 
battle in chess media extravaganza 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuters 

LONDON — It is a quiet Satur- 
day evening in Britain and you 
switch on die television. Strobe 
lights flash and laser beams streak 
across the screen, disco music 
blares — it’s “Speed Chess Chal- 
lenge.” 

Hundreds of thousands of 
viewers have been tuning in every 
Saturday to see top British grand- 
master Nigel Short engaging in 
mental warfare with Soviet World 
Champion Garri Kasparov in 
Britain’s newest television enter- 
tainment. 

In a country where spectator 
sports like snooker, darts and 
bowls have won large followings, 
the idea of chess as a prime time 
television attraction is not as un- 
likely as it might seem. 

Chess enthusiasts believe the 
six-programme series could 
herald a breakthrough for their 
game. They hope it will attract 
fag money and help spur a grow- 
ing British challenge to tradition- 
al Soviet domination of world 


Grandmaster Raymond 
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Keene, the brains behind the 
concept, says he is inspired by the 
example of snooker, which has 
thrown off its once-dingy, down 
market image and emerged as an 
entertainment capable of attract- 
ing huge television audiences. 

Two years ago, a tense battle 
for the World Snooker Cham- 
pionship held some 18 .5 million 
viewers spellbound. Top snooker 
stars have 1 become household 
names earning hundreds of 
thousands of pounds a year. 

“Tfiere are eight million British 
homes with chess sets so the basis 
for a boom exists. We should be 
able to do with chess what has 
been done with snooker,” Keene 
told Renters. 

In the past decade, British 
chess has enjoyed unprecedented 
success. With 11 grandmasters, 
Britain is acknowledged as 
second only to the Soviet Union, 
a position confirmed in last year’s 
International Chess Olympiad in 
Dubai where the En glish team 
finished only half a point behind 
the Soviet Union team. 

But Britain has formidable dis- 
advantages in seeking to chal- 
lenge the powerful state-backed 
Soviet machine, which has 
dominated the game since the 
end of World War n. 

The only man to break tire 
Soviet bold was the wayward 
American genius Bobby Fischer, 
who became world champion in 
1972 but immediately went into 
seclusion and has not played a 
competitive chess game since. 

Keene said promising Soviet 
players were picked out for inten- 
sive coaching as children. Like 
gymnasts, athletes and Ice ska- 
ters, successful Soviet chess play- 
ers receive generous state back- 
ing, are supported by full-time 


trainers and enjoy lavish lifestyles 
as members of their country’s 
social elite. 

But top British players like 
Short .can earn between £20,000 
and £40,000- ($32,000-64,000) a 
year depending on how successful 
they are. They compete as indi- 
viduals with none of the profes- 
sional backup enjoyed by their 
Soviet opponents. 

* Bnt Keene believes things 
could change, thanks to tire pow- 
er of capitalism, harnessed to the 
power of television. “It’s going to. 
be tbe state system against the 
free enterprise,” he said. 

Free enterprise has already 
played a part in the development 
of British chess. Keene raised 
over £1 minion ($1.6 minion) in 
the past three years from com- 
panies and local authorities to 
sponsor tournaments. 

A stockbroking company, 
Kleinwort Grieveson, finances 
the annual British Championship 
and a number of banks and insur- 
ance companies backed the first 
half pf last year’s World Cham- 
pionship match between Soviet 
grandmasters Kasparov and 
Anatoly Karpov which was held 
in London. 

In fact, a kind of “battle of the 
banks” has developed to win 
identification with the fast de- 
game. 

; televirion format was espe- 
cially designed to appeal to the 
widest possible audience. Each 
player had 25 minutes to com- 
plete the game, compared to the 
two and a half hours for 40 moves 
allowed in serious tournaments. 

As musk boomed and lights 
Bashed, the players appeared 
clad in gleaming tuxedos to the 
ecstatic applause, of an invited 
audience. 


LONDON (R) — After thrilling 
the worid w&h its cavalier soccer 
for five years, European cham- 
pion France looks doomed to lose 
ns crown as tire qualifying com- 
petition for the 1988 finals 
approaches tire final stages. 

The team winch readied tbe 
semifinals of the 1982 World Cup 
in Spain, fitted the European 
fi um pirt wi^ p cm home soil in 
1984 and reached the last four of 
tire 1986 Mexico World Cup, has 
been dismantled and, after three 
qualifying games, hasvet to enjoy 
a victory m GroupThree. 

Michel Platini, now a faded 
verson of the man who inspired 
the 1984 wto, remains fa midfield, 
bat France has all bnt been re- 
placed, not only at the top of 
Group Three, bnt also cm top of 
Europe, by the impressive Soviet 
Union and look unlikely to be 
among tire eight teams who will 
line up for the finals in West 
Germany next year. 

A crushing 2-0 victory by tire 
Soviet team m Paris last October, 
with goals from Ffatiufs replace- 
ment as European Footballer of 
tire Year, Oleg Belanov, and 
Vassily Rats, effectively ended 
the era of French soccer domi- 
nance. 

France’s only hope of resur- 


recting its ch ances w£f c ojfe 
when it visits foe Soviet Union in 
September, as sum ing ft an win 
in Norway in June and if the 
Soviet Union rim. is fixtures m 
home to East Germany or in 
Norway. 

Traditional power Spain, Italy 
and England have already 
em er ge d as likely fin afats from 
Groups One, Two and Four fa 
which each have enjoyed 100 per 
cent records to date. 

They are likely to be joined fa^ 
tire finals by the re-e m erg in g 
Netherlands, led by prolific strik- 
er Marco Van Hasten and the 
inspirational Rund Gullit, 
although it may face a struggle to 
overcome tbe threat of Poland 
and Greece in Group Five. 

In Group Six, Denmark, ex- 
hilarating semi-finalists in 1984. 
looks likely to qualify ahead of 
Czechoslovakia and in Group 
Seven World Cop setni-finalisis 
Belgium should confirm its 
maturing strength by qualifying 
ahead of Scotland and Ireland. 

Albania, Malta, Noway, Tur- 
key, Cyprus, Finland and Luxem- 
bourg. the bottom teams in each” 
of tire seven groups, have link 
hope of qualifying and can plan 
alrernative itineraries for the 
summer of 1988- 


Briton Bruno mauls Tillis 
as Tyson sizes up boxer 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s Frank 
Bruno took a big step towards 
another shot at tbe world 
heavyweight title by pounding 
James “Quick” Tillis into fifth 
round submission in their sche- 
duled 10-round bout. 

Bruno dominated from the 
start and finish ed off tire Amer- 
ican with a furious combination 
of left and rights capped off by a 
thundering right uppercut that 
brought blood gushing from tire 
American’s Hp- 

Tfllis, with Mood splattered all 
over ids white trunks, signalled to 
referee John Coyle that he had 
enough and the Tuesday night 
fight was stopped. 

It was a triumphant return for 
Bruno, fighting for the first time 
since losing his bid for the World 
Boxh^g Association against 
American Tim Witherspoon eight 
months ago. 

With undisputed world 
heavyweight champion Mike 
Tyson watching' at ringside, the 
muscular Briton re-established 
himself as a leading contender 


and may soon figure in the 20- 
year-old New Yorker's defence 
plans. 

Tillis, a late replacement For 
injured compatriot Greg Page, 
was overcome by Bruno’s pun- 
ching power and lost for the 12th 
tune in 50 bouts. 

Veteran Tillis was considered a 
fair test for Bruno since Ire was 
tbe first fighter to go tbe distance 
with Tyson in February last year. 

Bruno improved his record to 
29 wins against two defeats. 

Tyson congratulated Bruno fa 
tire ring and fuelled speculation 
that the pair may meet later this./ 
year when he said: “He will be a * 
good opponent for me. Pm look- 
ing forward to fighting him bnt 1 
am not scared of him as I am 
champion of the world.” 

Bruno, who sparred with 
T^son some four years ago, rates 
his chances against tbe champion. 

“Pm telling yon it will be an 
explosive fight,” be said. “Don’t 
get me wrong, I think bell be a 
great fighter. But he is young. I 
fancy my chances, that’s tire way J 
think.” 


E. Germany intends to 
attend Seoul Olympics 


TOKYO (R) — Tbe president of 
the East German parliament said 
Wednesday his country intended 
to participate fa the 1988 Olympic 
Games in South Korea and hoped 
that tiiis would help normalise 
relations between tire two coun- 
tries. 

Horst Sinderxnann, speaking at 
a press conference here, denied. 
East Germany may participate in 
an East Bloc walkout of the Seoul 
Games which organisers fear 
North Korea may try to stage 
unless the Games are jointly 
hosted by the two Koreas. 

East Germany joined a Soviet- 
led boycott of the 1984 Los 
Angeles Games and has no di- 
plomatic relations with SeouL 

Sinde rmann said that his coun- 
try supported North Korea's 
proposal to host part of the 
Olympic Games. But he added: 
“We have no intention at all of 


making it a condition for oar 
participation whether part of the 
Games are held fa North Korea 
or not.” 

Sindermann, visiting Japan at 
the invitation of the speaker of 
the lower house, said participa- 
tion fa the Olympics should be a 
matter to be determined by the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee (IOC), whose authority his M 
country wished to strengthen. " 

On a recent visit by East Ger- 
man sports officials to Seoul, 
however, problems concerning 
his country’s participation in the 
Games had been discussed, he 
said. 

“I would be very glad should 
tbe Olympic Games serve as an 
occasion to normalise relations 
with South Korea,” he said. 

_ “We want to establish normal 
diplomatic relations with every 
country.” 


Villa headed for relegation 


LONDON (AP) — While Liver- 
pool steams towards a ninth En- 
glish soccer league tide in 12 
seasons, Aston Wla, one of the 
other three teams to have won 
tire championship during that 
period, appears to be heading 
towards Division Two. 

Villa, European Champion's 
Cup winner fa 1982, is stuck fa 
the relegation zone and is likely 
to join its central English neigh- 
bours, Birmingham City and 
West Bromwich Albion, fa the 
Second Divirion next year. 

Despite an array of expensive, 
high-quality players, including 
England international Steve Hunt 
and Scottish striker Andy Gray, 
Villa has been lan guishing fa tire 
bottom three since shortly after 
Christmas. 

Although wracked by injuries, 
the team also has suffered from 


an alarming lack of confidence. 

Last week’s 5-0 defeat at 
Southampton — another strug- 
gling ride — took the number of 
goals leaked by Villa's defence to 
66 from 32 league games. 

Manager Billy McNeill, famous 
for captaining the Glasgow Celtic 
ride that won the Champions' Cup 
fa 1967, inherited a struggling 
ride when he took over from 
Graham Turner fa September. 

But things got worse instead of 
better with long-term injuries to 
new signing Neale Cooper, mid- 
fielder Andy Blair, winger Mark 
Walters and strikers Gary Shaw. 
Garry Thompson and Gray. 

McNeill became dissatisfi ed 
with the attitude shown by some 
of the star players fa the ride. 

“I warn the players to rofl up 
their sleeves and show pride and 
character,” the tall Scot said. 
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Economy 



Sudan rejects IMF demands 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan has re- 
jected a demand by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) for 
a currency devaluation because 
such a move would have a nega- 
tive impact on its economy, the 
official Sudan -News Agency 
(SUNA) reported. 

Finance Minister Be shir O mar , 
quoted by SUNA, said bis gov- 
ernment also rejected an IMF 
demand to lift state subsidies on 
base consumer goods. 

SUNA, monitored by the Blu- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation, 
said Mr. Omar made the remarks 
after a meeting in Khartoum 
Tuesday with IMF envoy, Mr. 
Abdul Shakour Shaalan. 

Sudan, burdened by a foreign 
debt of $10.6 billion, is some $500 
million in arrears to the IMF, 
which declared it ineligible for 
fresh loans in February last year. 

In February 19S5, Sudan 
announced a 48 per cent devalua- 
tion of its pound against the 
dollar, adjusting the official ex- 
change rate to 2.5 pounds to the 
U.S. currency. 

Since then, it has resisted 
pressure from main creditors for 


more currency adjustments, 
arguing -that past devaluations 
had Med to boost exports but 
raised local consumer prices. 

■ Sudan also has an incentive 
rate of four pounds to the dollar 
for foreign viators and remitt- 
ances by expatriate workers. 

Dealers in Khartoum’s thriving 
black market said the dollar was 
sold at 5-5 pounds Tuesday. 

With stringent import regula- 
tions and the government in- 
creasingly short of foreign curren- 
cy, black market dollars are used 
to finance smuggled imports from 
neighbouring countries, mainly 
Egypt, Kenya, Ethiopia and 
Zaire. 

Western diplomats in Khar- 
toum say the meetings between 
IMF ana Sudanese government 
officials do not amount to formal 
talks, but rather an effort by the 
IMF to monitor Sudan’s econo- 
mic performance. 

The diplomats said Sudan 
hoped a planned four-year econo- 
mic recovery programme would 
be acceptable to the IMF as a 
serious attempt to tackle the 
country’s economic troubles and 


persuade its Gulf Arab creditors 
to pay the IMF arrears. 

This, they said, could provide 
Sudan with a dean bill of health 
from the IMF that it conld take to 
Western government creditors, 
grouped informally in the .so- 
called Paris Cub, to reschedule 
debt payments. 

Twenty-three per cent of 
Sudan's total foreign debt is owed 
to members of the Paris Cub, the 
diplomats say. 

Sudan’s finance minis ter said 
last month the country's IMF 
representative had told him the 
fond's executive board was "very 
pleased with the 518.5 million 
arrears we have paid in the past 
couple of mouths.” 

Tbc representative, Mr. Omar 
Said, reported that IMF Manag- 
ing Director Michael Camdessus 
said he woultTask Saudi Arabia, 
to which Sudan owes about $1.4 
billion, to help Khartoum to pay 
more. 

Sudan has an annual debt 
liability of nearly $900 million but 
set aside only some $200 million 
to service debts in the fiscal year 
ending next June 30. 


South Africa, 
creditors agree 
on new terms 
to repay debt 

LONDON (R) — South Africa 
and its commercial bank creditors 
have agreed on new terms to 
repay $14 billion of debt, extend- 
ing for three years an agreement 
freezing interest payments, bank- 
ing sources said Tuesday. 

South Africa froze repayment 
on $14 billion of its 524 
billion debt in September 1985 
after serious political violence 
prompted overseas banks to cut 
credit lines. 

Under the so-called "standstill 
agreement,” which was to expire 
on June 30 but which has now 
been extended until June 30, 
1990. South Africa will not pay 
interest on this frozen debt. 

But the new terms, reached 
after months of intense negotia- 
tion, provide for an immediate 
. repayment to Sooth Africa's cre- 
ditor h anks of three per cent of 
the frozen debt, the banking 
sources said. This payment is due 
on July 15, 1987. 

■' It will be followed by various . 
, payments ,at .ax-rpOnth intervals ' 
over the fife of : the agreement ■ 
totalling some $115 Ullion, they 
added. These repayments will be 
determined by a formula based 
on the life of the loans each 
creditor bank had extended to 
South Africa, the bankers said. 

The bankers, who declined to 
be identified, said the agreement 
also will give banks the option to 
convert the existing debt into 
10-year loans with a five year 
period during which no interest 
would be paid. 

An agreement reached last 
year allowed for the conversion 
of the short-term debt covered by 
the standstill into three-year, 
loans. 


Mediterranean conference 
focusses on migrant workers 


TUNIS (R) — A 10-nation con- 
ference on unemployment in 
Mediterranean countries has en- 
ded with an agreement to set up a 
working group to coordinate ac- 
tion. 

A communique Tuesday night 
after the two-day conference, the 
first of its kind, said labour minis- 
ters concentrated on problems 
such as migrant workers. 

Countries including France and 
Italy, which organised the confer- 
ence with Tunisia, have large- 
communities of migrant workers 
from North African and other 
states. 

Italian Labour Minister Gianni 
De Michelis told a news confer- 
ence the working group would 
study proposals put forward at 
the conference and a follow-up 
meeting would be held later. 

He said a central theme was 
not only to have economic and 
financial cooperation between 
Mediterranean states, but also 
cooperation in the fields of 
education, job training and the 
transfer of technology. 

French Social Affairs Minister 
Philippie Seguiu, who also 
attended the conference, said. jn . 
W-toteriteWte’iBe independehr' 
dailyLe Temps Wednesday; "We 
do not yet have a definition of 
Mediterranean policy on the bat- 


tle against unemployment. It's 
obviously an extremely ambitious 
goal.”. 

In an opening speech on Mon- 
day Tunisian Prime Minister 
Rachid Sfar pointed to a contrast 
between falling population growth 
rates in countries north of the 
Mediterranean and the south 
where they were rising sharply. 

He said this fact, with its reper- 
cussions on the job market, could 
be a "complementary factor” if 
economic circ umstan ces were 
right, the official TAP news agen- 
cy reported. 

Arab League Secretary Gener- 
al Chadli Klibi told the confer- 
ence that the ecoomic crisis had 
meant more redundancies and 
expulsions for Arab migrant 
workers. 

He added that Arab workers in 
Arab territories occupied by 
Israel were suffering “treatment 
contrary to the Geneva conven- 
tion because of Israeli expan- 
sionst plans aimed at uprooting 
populations from their lands.” 

Countries taking part were 
France, Italy, Algeria, Egypt, 
Greece, Yugoslavia, Morocco, 
Spain, Turkey^ and Tunisia. 

Representatives from the Arab 
League .The Intern atiofral Labour 
Organisation and the European 
Community also attended. 


M.E. currency dealers open talks tomorrow 


BAHRAIN (R) — Middle East currency dealers 
meet in Abu Dhabi this weekend amid changing 
business patterns in which a growing volume of 
trade has shifted from the Arab World to London. 


The 14tb congress of the 
Inter-Arab Cambiste Association 
also comes at a time when the 
prospect of a unified Gulf curren- 
cy system is more real that at any 
time this decade. 

Foreign exchange traders and 
bank treasurers said these issues, 
phis the almost relentless slide of 
the Lebanese pound in war-torn 
Beirut can be expected to be 
major talking points. 

About 250 traders and treasur- 
ers from 115 banks, including 
some in London and other major 
non-Arab financial centres, are 
expected to attend the conference 
from late Friday to Sunday. 

Bankers said it is difficult to 
avoid the impression that a grow- 
ing proportion of transactions in 
the Saudi riyai market, by far the 
largest in the region, is being 
carried out in London. 

Trading had been dominated 
by Saudi' Arabia's 11 banks. 


money changers in the kingdom 
and offshore banks in Bahrain. 

But bankers said more and 
more Saudi and Bahrain-based 
banks are boosting their treasury 
operations in London. 

As recession hit the Middle 
East and the need for track: fi- 
nance in the region declined, 
many offshore banks in Bahrain 
ran down their currency opera- 
tions. 

Not one of the four major 
British clearing banks now has a 
dealing room on the island. 

The two major Bahrain-based 
banks, Arab Banking Corp and 
Gulf International Bank, have 
increased their presence in Lon- 
don and Saudi banks are busy 
upgrading representative offices 
to branch status to allow dealing. 

One economist said: “It is 
cheaper to run a riyai book in 
London than staff an expensive 
offshore operation in Bahrain ... 


there is now the nucleus of a 
two-way market in London.” 

Jeddah-based Riyadh Bank set 
up as a licensed deposit taker — 
enabling dealing — in London in 
1984 and its main rival National 
Commercial Bank (NCB) won a 
licence in November 1986. 

The major market force has 
traditionally been a London- 
based consortium operation, 
Saudi International Bank, but the 
kingdom joint-venture Saudj- 
American Bank (SAMBA) also 
upgraded its London operation to 
take deposits in mid-February. 

One senior currency trader in 
Riyadh said: "Inevitably the 
volume of business in London has 
gained pace with the two new 
licences for NCB and SAMBA, 
but there is no question that most 
of the liquidity still rests in Saudi 
Arabia.” 

Currency traders said the shift 
to London* in the Saudi riyai 
market is difficult to quantify. 

But Bahrain Monetary Agency 
figures show regional currency 
deposits held by offshore banks, 
most in Saudi riyals, dropped to 
the equivalent of $12.2 billion at 


end-September 1986 from $13.4 
billion at end-1985 and a 1983 
peak of $15.0 billion. 

The shift has changed dealing 
habits. 

Riyai trading in the Gulf on 
Saturdays and Sundays has be- 
come very quiet in the absence of 
London while some Saudi and 
Bahrain banks now staff offices 
on Friday, the Gulf weekend. 

Traders say it is difficult to 
foresee the riyai market moving 
completely out of the region and 
there are few signs of the Kuwaiti 
dinar market shifting from its 
natural base in Kuwait. 

But for the first time since the 
formation of the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) in 
1981 there are signs that a much 
mooted currency union could 
come into force soon. 

Currency traders said it re- 
mains unclear what form a final 
currency system would take for 
the six states — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates. 

But plans to link the six curren- 
cies in a European Monetary 


System style with a common peg 
have been discussed at high level 
and could be a topic on the 
GCCs annual summit expected 
to be held in Saudi Arabia late in 
the year. 

One dealer said: "A lot of 
exposure is being given to discus- 
sions and plans appear to be quite 
advanced. But in the end a poli- 
tical decision has to be taken to 
give the go-ahead.” 

One open question is that of a 
common peg for currencies*- The 
Kuwaiti dinar is currently linked 
to a basket of currencies while the 
other five currencies are either 
officially or in practice linked to 
the U.S. dollar. 

One farther topic for debate is 
expected to be the continued 
slide of the Lebanese pound 
against the dollar and the under- 
mining of the effective capital 
base of Lebanese banks. 

Lebanese authorities have in- 
troduced a package of measures 
to shore up the ailing pound, but 
bankers say in the final analysis 
only a political solution to the 
country's civil war will halt the 
slide. 


Japan fails to bolster dollar 


Suharto calls for hard work 


JAKARTA (R) — President 
Suharto, injecting a note of real- 
ism into Indonesia's election cam- 
paign, Wednesday called on the 
country's 168 million people to 
boost efficiency and work harder 
to make up for a slump in oil 
revenues. 

In a message read out by Presi- 
dent Suharto’s cabinet ministers 
in aD 27 provinces, the 65-year- 
old president said only through 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for. 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets on 

Wednesday. 



One sterling 

1.6120/30 

U.S. dollars 

* One U.S. dollar 

1.3084/89 

Canadian dollar 


1.8240/50 

West German marks 


2.0600/10 

Dutch guilders 


1.5220/30 

Swiss francs 


37.76/79 

Belgian francs 


6.0700/50 

French francs 


1297/1299 

Italian lire 


148.78/85 

Japanese yen 


6.3650/3700 

Swedish crowns 


6.8725/75 

Norwegian crowns 


6.8625/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

415.30/80 

U.S. dollars 


hard work and greater productivity 
could the South East Asian coun- 
try keep pace with the needs and 
aspirations of its growing popula- 
tion. 

President Suharto said the fall 
in the price of oQ, the country’s 
main export, had severely res- 
tricted funds for the coming year. 

In the budget for the coming 
financial year, starting on April 1, 
spending for many ministries has 
been severely curtailed because 
of lower revenues from oil and* 
primary commodities like tin, 
rubber, tea and palm ofl. 


TOKYO (R) — Japan pulled out 
all the stops Wednesday to push 
the value of battered dollar back 
upj but only succeeded in pre- 
venting a farther decline, foreign- 
exchange dealers said. 

In a two-pronged attack, 
Japan's central bank aggressively 
bought dollars 1 in the currency 
markets while its powerful minis- 
try of international trade and 
industry (MITI) asked trade 
houses and exporters to moderate 
their dollar sales. 

.But by the end of the Tokyo 
trading day, the dollar was still 
hovering dangerously near its all- 
time low of 148.20 yen and the 
markets were still sceptical about 
Japan’s ability to prevent a farth- 
er decline in the currency, they 
said. 


The Bank of Japan momentari- 
ly succeeded in pushing the U.S. 
currency just above the 150 yen 
level Wednesday morning, step- 
pang into the market and buying 
$200 milli on to $300 million in the 
space of minutes. 

But the dollar quickly fell back 
under a wave of selling as dealers 
concluded that America's huge 
trade deficit and Japan’s large 
trade surplus pointed to further 
weakness. A lower dollar would 
increase the competitiveness of 
U.S. goods on world markets 
while making imports into Amer- 
ica from Japan and other coun- 
tries more expensive. 

The U.S. currency ended Xhe 
Tokyo trading day at 149.35 yeh. 
just a shade above Tuesday's 
New York dose of 149.05. 


U.K. defends 
oil strategy 

JEDDAH (R) — British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher de- 
nied in an interview published in 
Saudi Arabia Wednesday that her 
government’s oil policy contri- 
buted to weakness in world oil 
prices. She said the government 
was determined not intervene to 
influence production decisions by 
oil companies operating in the 
North Sea. "We believe these 
must be a matter for the commer- 
cial judgment of the oil com- 
panies,” she' told the Arabic lan- 
guage daily A1 Sbarq A1 Awsat in 
an interview. Mrs. Thatcher said 
this policy had not contributed to 
the fall in oil prices as North Sea 
production was now about the 
same as in 1984- 


Peru to swap products for foreign debt 


LIMA, Peru (AP) — Peru says it 
will open offices in Washington 
and Paris within a month to 
arrange deals with creditors to 
pay the country's foreign debt 
with such products as blue jeans, 
asparagus and golden Inca de- 
signs instead of cash. 

"•“This win* be an important lev- 
’ er to develop our exports in 
general and our manufactured 
products in particular,” Deputy 
Finance Minister Gustavo Saber- 
bein said during a weekend eco- 
nomic forum at which be revealed 
the government's intention to 
open the offices. 

A finance ministry official said 
Tuesday that the Washington 
office will work with American 
and Canadian creditors;, the Paris 
office with European and East 
Bloc creditors. 

Peru owes foreign banks and 
other creditors $14 billion from 
loans contracted mainly during 
the late -1970s when backs were 
flush with oil money. 

President Alan Garcia angered 
creditors and caused many to cut 
off loans when be imposed a debt 
■repayment ceiling of 10 per cent 


of export earnings after be took 
office in July 1985. 

President Garda said Peru, 
which was then in the midst its 
worst recession of the century, 
could not pay the debt with the 
hunger of the people. 

The government used the debt 
payment savings, along with its 
dollar reserves, to fed an econo- 
mic recovery programme based 
on internal production and con- 
sumption. As a result, Peru’s 
economic growth rate in 1986, the 
first fail year under the program- 
me, was Latin America’s fastest 
at nine per cent. 

But reserves have fallen dra- 
matically. With most credit lines 
sevedred, the government ack- 
nowledges new sources of foreign 
exchange must be developed to 
continue growth. 

Confirming the debt trade 
plan, first proposed by Finance 
Minister Luis Alva Castro, Mr. 
-Saberbein said creditors who 
accept the debt-for-products 
swap also must agree to buy, with 
foreign currency, Peruvian ex- 
ports valued at twice the amount 


of the debt-trade deal. 

“Those who accept products 
will receive higher payments than 
those disposed to accept payment 
only in dollars, ” Mr. Alva Castro 
said last month. 

Mr. Saberbein said more than 
30 creditors have expressed in- 
terest in/the plan; but he declined 
to name any. 

Two years ago, Peru made 
direct trades of mineral and tex- 
tile to pay off about $200 million 
of its debt to several East Bloc 
nations. But similar agreements 
have not been pursued, the gov- 
ernment has said. 

Mr. Saberbein said non- tradi- 
tional exports and products from 
sectors earmarked for growth will 
be pushed by the foreign debt 
offices. Those products include 
gold and silver handicrafts, fish 
and agricultural products, candy, 
handcrafts and textiles. 

The government has indicated 
that traditional exports such as 
minerals and coffee will not be 
involved to a large extent in any 
debt-trade arrangements. 


Yolcker opposes granting debt 
relief to Third World nations 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Feder- 
al Reserve Chairman Paul Vole- 
ker says proposals being consi- 
dered in Congress to grant debt 
relief to less-developed countries 
would be the wrong way to hand- 
le the international debt problem. 

Mr. Volcker, in a letter to 
representative Fernand St. Ger- 
main, chairman of the House of 
Representatives Banking Com- 
mittee, voiced opposition to va- 
rious trills being considered by the 
committee to write off a portion 
of the debt owed by large Third 
World debtors to U.S. banks. 

“I believe that the prospect of 
debt relief would undermine the 
difficult internal efforts of the 
borrowing countries to achieve 
the structural reform that is 
needed,” the chairman of the 
central bank said in the letter, a 
copy of which was obtained Tues- 
day by the Associated Press. 

“Equally important, forgive- 
ness of loans could have a serious 
effect over a considerable period 
of time on the willingness of the 
international private financial 
community to extend credit to the 
borrowing countries," Mr. Volc- 
ker said. 

Mr. Volcker said he was mak- 
ing his comments so the commit- 


tee would know his views before 
they began voting Wednesday on 
various proposals for a new bank- 
ing bill. 

On another matter being consi- 
dered for the banking bill, Mr. 
Volcker cautioned against a prop- 
osal' to require better coordina- 
tion of exchange rates between 
countries. 

He said efforts to legislate a 
formal framework for conducting 
international economic policy 
were unrealistic and “could well 
have damaging effects.” 

*‘My recommendation would 
be that we should not lock 
ourselves into formalised proce- 
dures for international negotia- 
tions to achieve specific objec- 
tives on exchange rates and exter- 
na! balances,” Mr. Volcker 
wrote. "The fundamental policy 
objectives of the United States 
can best be implemented in a 
more flexible framework, such as 
through the recent meeting in 
Paris of finance ministers and 
central bank governors.” 

That session last month pro- 
duced an agreement between the 
United States and five of its 
biggest trading partners to main- 
tain the value of the dollar at 
essentially its current level. 


Yugoslavia introduces tough 
new anti-inflation measures 


BELGRADE (R) — Price in- 
spectors will start work at enter- 
prises all over Yugoslavia Thurs- 
day to enforce tough new pirice' 
laws proposed by Prime Minister 
Branko Mikulic. 

The price-dampdown follows a 
controversial wages freeze that 
touched off unprecedented 
strikes in Yugoslavia and political 
dissent, prompting a government 
warning at the weekend that the 
army could be called in. 

Some 1,350 inspectors will 
check whether merchants have 


compiled with government orders 
at the weekend to restore to 1986 
year-end levels the prices of 
thousands of products. 

At a session of the Yugoslav 
economic chamber Tuesday, Mr. 
Mikulic proposed a tough new 
set of anti-inflationary measures 
to follow up the price roll-back. 

The new measures, dubbed 
“economic coercion laws" by the 
official Tanjug news agency 
which carried Mr. Mikutic’s re- 
marks, are aimed at irregularities 
in the Yugoslav economy. 
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LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices were languishing near the day’s 
lows in late trading as the market paused after the run of three 
consecutive record high dosings winch started last Friday, dealers 
said. 

By 1530 GMT the FTSE 100 index was down 19,5 from 
Tuesday’s record high dosing to Wednesday’s low of 2,036.7. 

A lower start on Wall Street on Tuesday contributed modestly to 
the selling which dwindled to a trickle dining the afternoon as 
operators lost interest in shares. “The market had been due some 
sort of a correction, so today’s moves haven’t really come as much 
of a surprise," one market maker said. 

Wednesday’s declines were partly exaggerated by the thinness 
of trading although some dealers saw the decline on Wednesday 
as nervousness in record territory. 

But in the short term many investors are confident prices can 
pick up after a brief period of consolidation. Underpinning the 
market is the latest confederation of British industry survey 
indicating further growth and a belief that the recent string of 
encouraging corporate results will continue. 

A wave of Japanese investment is forecast to break in London in 
the new tax year starting in April as investors react to changes in 
Japanese laws regarding overseas stock holdings. 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘I’m not usually interested in gadgets, 
but I’d love to find a remote- 
controlled mouth for Stanley." 


Andy Capp 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| & by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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■a 
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u 




ONLY* THIN© 
SURE ON A 
HORSE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hare: 


" Cin m 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: ABYSS WALTZ CORRAL NAUGHT 


Answer The girls 
he was 
THROW 


wouldn't trust that cowboy because 
, ' ' to do this — 
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Death toll in Afghan raid reaches 150 
after news of attack on 3rd village 


‘Casey heavily involved 
in supplying contras’ 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The death toll from Afghan 
bombing raids into Pakistan rose to almost 150 
Wednesday as news reached Islamabad that a third 
village was attacked on Monday, Pakistani officials 
said. 

About 45 people were killed Kabul over what it described as 
and 59 injured in the inaccessible “barbarous and wanton attacks 
village of Lwarai Mandi, deep in on defenceless civilians” and 
the tribal area of North Waziris- warned that it reserved the right 
tan, they said. to retaliate. 

The number killed in two other The raids took place on Palds- 
frontier villages, bombed and tan's National Day, as President 
rocketed by Af ghan warplanes Mohammad Zia U1 Haq and 
the same day, rose to at least 104 other aimed forces chiefs were 
with 145 injured. reviewing a military parade in 

The government of Afghan Rawalpindi. 

Cbmnmnist leader Najib has not Officials in the regional admi- 
commented on reports of the nistratrve centre of Dera Ismael 
bombings that Tuesday bad the Khan told Reuters by telephone 
death toll at 85. But it has dismis- that six Afghan planes bombed 
sed past Pakistan charges of Lwarai Mandi at 10 a.m. on 
bombing and shelling across the Monday, 
border as baseless. The village, some five to six 

Pakistan Tuesday protested to kilometres from the border, is 


Hu attends Chinese 
parliament session 


PEKING (R) — Former Chinese 
Communist Party chief Hu 
Yaobang attended a Chinese par- 
liamentary session Wednesday in 
his. first public appearance since 
his dismissal in January. 

Mr. Hu took his place on the 
platform of the massive auditor- 
ium of Peking’s Great Hall of the 
People as 3,000 delegates 
gathered for the opening meeting 
of th$ National People’s Congress 
annual session. 

Mr. Hu was dismissed from the 
top Communist Party job in mid- 
January after being accused of 
“mistakes,” including a failure 'to 
combat Western political ideas. 
He has not been seen in public 
since. 

Mr. Hu took his seat in the 
second front row with two empty 
seats between him and Premier 
Zhao Ziyang, who replaced him 


Greek church supporters 
clash with Athens police 


ATHENS (R) — Fist fights 
erupted Wednesday between sup- 
porters of the Greek Orthodox 
Church and police as bishops held 
a service protesting government 
plans to take over church lands. 

Shouting “hands off our 
church” and “shame, shame,” 
thousands of church supporters 
chased police who apparently 
tried to unplung a. loudspeaker 
system relaying the service out- 
side the church Of St. Pan- 
teleimon. 

Police said there were no in- 
juries or arrests. 


The 78bisbops were boycotting 
an annual Independence Day ser- 
vice in Athens cathedral to com- 
memorate the beginning of a re- 
volt against Ottoman rule in 1821 
which won Greece independence 
in 1830. 

The bishops said they did not 
want to be in the same church as 
Socialist Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou, who has announced 
plans to take over 130,000 hec- 
tares (325,000 acres) of dhurdh 
forests and meadows and give the 
state more power in church 
affairs. 


Bomb explodes in Stockholm 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A car 
bomb exploded early Wednesday 
near a synagogue in central 
Stockholm, police said. 

No-one was injured. The car 
was destroyed, three others were 
damaged and dozens of windows 
were shattered. 

No one had claimed responsi- 
bility and no connection with the 
synagogue had been established, 
they said. 

Chaim Ben-Ari, head of Stock- 


holm’s Jewish Burial Society, told 
Israel Armed Forces Radio by 
telephone that it was unclear 
whether the bomb was intended 
for the Adat Yisrael Synagogue. 

“We don’t know if it was meant 
for the synagogue or something 
else,” he said. “Only a few win- 
dows, not at the synagogue but in 
a house before it, were broken.”- 

The radio said the explosion 
occurred about 100 metres from 
the synagogue. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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AND OMAH S3ABTF 
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CONCEAL YOUR BOLDING 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*85 
7AK74 
C 64 3 
*9865 

WEST EAST 

*96 * K 3 

7QJ108 ?962 

v K 8 2 010 975 

* K 10 7 2 * A Q 4 3 

SOUTH 

* A Q J 10742 
*753 
O AQJ 

*J 

Tjhe bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pus 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 

.Opening lead: Queen of *7 ■ 


You may not agree with ail Mar- 
shall Miles has to say on bridge the- 
ory, but you pay attention. His 
ideas on the play of the cards, in 
particular, are well worth careful 
study. 

In a recent article in the ACBL 
Bulletin, he discussed concealment 
of your holding. This hand high- 
lights what he had in mind. Playing 
in a pairs tournament, South de- 
clares four spades arter a routine 
auction and West leads the top of 
his heart sequence. 

Obviously, you have only three 
losers, so it is a question of your 
best Line for an overtrick. Should 
you use your two entries to dummy 
for trump or diamond finesses? 
Miles argues convincingly that the 


diamond finesses are superior. The 
trump finesse won’t help if the suit 
breaks 4-0, and you have a better 
chance of dropping a singleton 
king in spades than in diamonds. 
And if the diamond finesse loses, 
you might still be able to pick up 
the king of trumps with one 
finesse. 

However, Miles points out that it 
might be fatal to lead a diamond to 
the jack at trick two. If the cards 
are as shown in the diagram, an ex- 
pert defender could hold up the 
king, tempting you to repeat the di- 
amond finesse and so lose your 
overt rick. If, instead, you lead a di- 
amond tothequecn.it is almost im- 
possible for West to duck with the 
king, since it might be giving you a 
trick and the contract. With the di- 
amond situation resolved, you 
know whether to use your remain- 
ing entry tu the table to repeat the 
diamond finesse or to switch to the 
spade finesse. The rule: Play the 
higher, or highest, of equals if you 
don't want the opponents to 
duck. 


Have you been running into 
doable trouble? Let Charles 
Goren help yon find your way 
through the maze of DOUBLES 
for penalties and for takeont- 
For a copy of his “DOUBLES" 
booklet, send $1.85 to 
“Goren-Doubles," care of this 
newspaper, P.O. Box 4426 Orlan- 
do, Fla. 32802-4426. Make checks 
payable to “Newspaperbooks.” 


deep in the territory of the 
Madakbel branch of the fiercely 
independent Waziri tribe. 

News of the raid had taken two 
days to filter oat because the 
village was physically and pob'ri- 
cally inaccessible, said one offi- 
cial. 

“It’s physically inaccessible be- 
cause one has to walk 20-25 miles 
(35-40 kilometres) to get there, 
and politically inaccessible be- 
cause the tribesmen hardly eveT 
allow any government official 
in,” he said. 

The bombs destroyed 35-40 
shops and some houses and killed 
21 camels, he added. 

About 35 of the wounded were 
brought to the district centre of 
Mjranshah and 26 of these trans- 
ported to Peshawar, capital of 
North West Frontier Province 
(NWFP). 

The official said die Western- 


backed Afghan guerrillas who 
.operate from bases aQ along the 
Pakistani side of the frontier, had 
not been particularly active in 
Lwarai Mandi. 

Najib and Ms Soviet backers 
accuse Pakistan of helping the 
West wage an “undeclared war” 
against his government by aiming 
and training the anti- Communist 
rebels. 

Ten Mangal. the worst-hit of 
the three villages, is on an impor- 
tant supply route for the guerril- 
las, known as Mujahideen. It lies 
dose to the border at the bead of 
salient of Pakistani territory, jut- 
ting into Afghanistan West of 
Peshawar. 

Provincial government officials 
in Peshawar said the death toll 
there had risen to 81 from the 
-original 51, as more bodies were 
dug out of wrecked buildings. 


Haughey pledges to honour 
Anglo-Irish agreement 


as acting party secretary.- 

Millions of people saw Mr. Hu 
as television cameras broadcast- 
ing the event five showed a dose- 
up of him for several seconds, 
wearing a dark Western suit and 
tie and reading the conference 
notes attentively with pencil in 
hand. 

The top political commissar in 
the People's Liberation Army, 
Yu Qiulu, stopped beside Mr. 
Ha's seat to shake hands with 
him . Mr. Hu was on the stage in 
his capacity as a member of the 
Congress Presidium. 

Mr. Hu has been attacked by 
party officials including China's 
leader, Deng Xiaoping, for fail- 
ing to stop the spread of 
“bourgeois liberal” ideas over the 
past few years, culminating in 
street protests last December by 
students calling for more demo- 
cracy. 


DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) — Ire- 
land’s new Prime Minister 
Charles slaughev has promised 
to honour the Anglo-Irish agree- 
ment on Northern Ireland. 

Reversing a pre-election 
pledge, he said Tuesday he would 
not seek to renegotiate any part 
of the accord. 

Before the Feb. 17 general 
election, he repeatedly indicated 
he wanted to renegotiate parts of 
the accord that he said clashed 
with Ireland’s constitutional 
claim to Northern Ireland. 

But he told the Dafl, or lower 
house of the Irish parliament, 
there was no question of renego- 
tiating any part of it. 

The Fianna Fail leader was 
voted in as prime minister by a 
vote of 83 to 82 in the Dail on 
March 10. He beat former Prime 


Minister Garret Fitzgerald in the 
general election but fell three 
seats short of winning an outright 
majority. 

The Anglo-Irish agreement 
was signed by Mr. Fitzgerald and 
British Prime Minister Mis. Mar- 
garet Thatcher on Nov. 15, 1985. 

The accord gives the govern- 
ment of the overfawhelmingly Ro- 
man Catholic Irish Republic a 
formal consultative role in the 
running of predominantly Protes- 
tant Northern Ireland. 

In exchange, it binds the Dub- 
lin government to acceptance of 
long-term British role in North- 
ern Ireland by recognising there 
can be no change in the status of 
the province without the agree- 
ment of the majority of the peo- 
ple there. 


2nd Marine suspect held 
for Moscow espionage 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
second Marine has been arrested 
on suspicion of espionage-related 
activity at the U.S. embassy in 
Moscow, the Defence Depart- 
ment said. 

It said Corporal Arnold Bracy, 
21, of New York City, was jailed 
Tuesday as a result of the con- 
tinuing investigation of Sergeant 
Clayton Lonetree. accused of 
espionage at the U.S. embassies 
in Moscow and Vienna. 

The Defence Department and 
Marine Corps said Tracy’s tour at 
the U.S. embassy in Moscow 
overlapped Lonetree’s but they 
gave no details on whether Bracy 
and Lonetree were accused of 


involvement in the same or sepa- 
rate activities. 

A Marine Corps official who 
did not want to be identified said 
he (fid not know whether the two 
had collaborated. He also said it 
would be inappropriate to com- 
ment on whether there are addi- 
tional suspects. 

Lonetree has been formally 
charged with identifying U.S. in- 
telligence agents and turning over 
otter secret information to Soviet 
agents in Moscow and Vienna in 
the last two years. 

Lonetree was seduced and re- 
cruited by a Soviet woman who 
worked at the embassy, according 
to published reports. 


Buddhist monks urge Gandhi 
not to harm Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka's 
influential Buddhist monks have 
appealed to Indian Prime Muns- 
ter Rajiv Gandhi not to take any 
action that would undermine the 
island’s sovereignty or harm bi- 
lateral relations. 

Leading monks made the 
appeal in a telegram Tuesday 
after discussing Sri Lanka's 
bloody Tamil separatist conflict 
and India’s role in media ting to 
find a peaceful solution. 

Sri Lanka's 35,000 monks wield' 
considerable influence among 
Buddhists, who are mostly 
Sinhalese and form 70 per cent of 
the population of 15 milli on. 

The monks’ message, made 
available to the press, said they 
were concerned at a danger to 
peace arising from what they cal- 
led rapidly deteriorating relations 
between the two countries over 
the conflict. 

Politicians in south India, 
which has a large Tamil popula- 
tion that is sympathetic to the 
separatists, last week urged the 
Indian government to take action 
to and what they described as the 
massacre of innocent Tamils in 
Sri Lanka. 


puerriHas of Sri Lanka’s Tamil 
minority, which is mainly Hindu, 
are fighting Colombo’s army to 
set up a separate state in the 
north and east of the island. 

The monks said they were 
appealing to Mr. Gandhi to rise 
above mundane politics and up- 
hold the ideals of Indians such as 
the Buddha, Emperor Asoka, 
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharla- 
la Nehru. 

They urged him to “refrain 
from taking any steps that could 
be harmful ... to our cordial- 
relationship and to the unity, 
integrity and sovereignty erf this 
country and finally to die peace 
and harmony of this region.” 
Military sources said a search 
Tuesday by troops and police 
backed by helicopters in the 
northern Jaffna peninsula failed 
to find eight members of the 
security forces captured by guer- 
rillas during a dash on Monday. 

The Sun and the independent 
newspapers said the guerrillas 
planned to seek the release of 20 
of their coDegaues in exchange 
for the five soldiers -and three 
policemen. 


Indian space officials call 
rocket disaster big setback 


NEW DELHI (R)— The drama- 
tic failure of India's first intercon- 
tinental-range rocket, which 
plunged into the sea before a 
startled Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi Tuesday, will not affect 
future launches . space officials 
said Wednesday. 

Other launches would go ahead 
as scheduled, although the offi- 
cials said India’s space programme 
bad suffered a major setback 
when the augmented satellite 
launch vehicle (ASLV) splashed 
into the Bay of Bengal two mi- 
nutes after lift-off. 

Government scientific Advisor 
C.N.R. Rao told the Press Trust 
of India (PIT) the failure of the 


ASLV, which officials are still 
investigating, was “terribly dis- 
appointing.” 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
who attended die launch at Sri- 
harikota in south India, told sci- 
entists wh o worked on the project 
not to feel disheartened, PTI 
reported. 

Mr. Gandhi said the failure was 
a “small stumble” and the Indian 
space research organisation 
should continue its work, PTI 
said. 

Space Commission Chairman 
Udipi Ramachandra Rao said the, 
failure would not affect future 
-launches of the ASLV and of the 
more advanced polar rockets. 


NEW YORK (R) — Former 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 
director William Casey was 
heavily involved in the Reagan 
administration’s efforts to get 
military supplies to Nicaraguan 
rebels, newspaper reports said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Casey, now critically ill 
after brain-tumour surgery, has 
become the focus for congres- 
sional investigations into the 
scandal, the New York Times 
reported, citing three unnamed 
congressmen investigating the 
Iran-contra scandal. 

The three congressmen said 
they did not know whether Mr. 
Casey was involved in diverting 
funds from anus sales to Iran to 
the Nicaraguan rebels, known as 
contras. 

But one said: “Casey’s finger- 
prints are everywhere. (Lieute- 
nant Colonel OUver) North sure- 
ly needed the expertise and help 
of the CIA to do all the things he 
did in Central America.” 

The Washington Post said the 
probability that Mr. Casey's Al- 
ness would keep him from testify- 
ing would leave large gaps in 
investigations because ‘Mr. Casey 
was a leading advocate of U.S. 
support -for the contras and for 
U.S. arms sales to Iran. 

It quoted former Secretary of 
State Edmund Muskie, a member, 
of the presidential commission 
investigating the Iran arms scan- 
dal, as saying recently that the 
commissioners felt Mr. Casey 
knew more about the scandal 
than anyone except Col. North, 
who was fired from his White 
House post on the National 
Security Council on Nov. 25. 

The Post gave no details of Mr. 
Casey acting to supply the rebels 


but aid it was be who began the 
U.S. covert aid operation that led 
to creation of the contras in 1981 
and who was one of the contras* 
chief defenders in the administra- 
tion. 

It also said Mr. Casey wrote a 
memorandum on Dec. 10, 1985, 
after a White House meeting 
expressing confidence that Presi- 
dent Reagan would approve U.S. 
arms sales to Iran if that would 
free U.S. hostages in Lebanon. 

It said Mr. Casey’s memo for 
his own files read: “I suspect 
(Reagan) would be willing to run 
the risk and take the heat in the 
future if this will lead to springing 
the hostages.” 

In other developments Tues- 
day, Senate opponents of aid to 
the Nicaraguan . contras faded 
again to shut down a filibuster 
and move toward a vote on a 
six-month halt in mflitaxy assist- 
ance to the rebels. 

The vote was an evenly divided 
50-50, or 10 votes short of the 60 
needed to end a filibuster. 

Senate Majority leader Robert 
Byrd, an opposition Democrat, 
said another attempt would be 
made Wednesday and possibly 
yet another Thursday. “It de- 
pends on how much gain we 
make,” he said. 

A first attempt to choke off the 
filibuster faded Monday, with 46 
senators favouring it and 45 vot- 
ing against it. 

However, Sen. Byrd said the 
real goal now is merely to rally a 
“constitutional majority” of 51 
votes, all that would be required 
to kdl President Reagan’s request 
for an additional $105 million in 
aid to foe contras when that 
request reaches the Senate floor 
later this year. 



Abrams: U.S. will not 
abandon Nicaraguan rebels 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan's administration wfll 
□ever abandon the U.S.-backed 
Nicaraguan rebels and fully ex- 
pects to win more aid for them 
later this year. Assistant Secret- 
ary of State Elliott Abrams has 
said. 

Mr. Abrams, a key manager of 
the aid programme, spoke con- 
fidently in a meeting with a 
private research group despite 
continued efforts by congression- 
al critics to end U.S. support for 
the rebels fighting Managua’s lef- 
tist government. 

“The administration is not 


going to abandon foe resistance 
under any circumstances,’’ Mr. 
Abrams told a reception orga- 
nised by the Ethics and Public 
Policy Centre. 

He said a vote next September 
or October on Reagan's request 
for $105 milli on in 1988 for the 
rebels would go in the president’s 
favour. 

In Tegucigalpa, Nicaraguan re- 
bels Tuesday reported combat 
with government troops in sever- 
al Nicaraguan provinces and 
promised to paralyse Nicaragua 
with attacks on energy and eco- 
nomic targets. 


Jewish burial stopped after body roix-up 

TEL AVIV (R) — The black-garbed rabbis and se minary 
students thought they were buying a late 
from Chicago — until they saw a nun in this coffin. A body mix-up 
at Tel Aviv airport’s incoming freight department almost led to 
the interment of the nun in a grave in theje^ ^ete^m 
Jerusalem, the Israeli newspaper Davar andYedroth Ahroooth 
said. The bodies were sent from the United States for bunal m the 
holy land. The philanthropist's coffin was mistakenly taken to a 
Christian order m Jerusalem and the nun's to an Orthodox Jewish 
HassidSc sect in the city. The mistake was discovered during wftat 
was supposed to be the American Jew’s funeral, when, us 
accordance with Israeli Jewish tradition, the body was taken out 
of the coffin for burial. Instead of a corpse wrapped in a Jewish 
ritual shroud, mourners found the body of a nun, dressed m a 
white habit, a cross around her neck. The funeral was abruptly 
stopped, religious officials launched a succesfui searai for the 
missing philanthropist and Monday both the deceased ended their _ 
last journey m the right graves. 

Youths plead guilty in father’s death 

RIVERHEAD, New York (R) — A 17-year-otd girl who said her 
father sexually abused her and the classmate she hired to kill Wro 
both pleaded guilty to manslaughter. Cheryl Pierson. 17. crying 
profusely, told Judge Harvey Sherman she paid $400 to Sean Pica, 
also 17, for the Feb. 15, 1986, shooting of her father. James 
Pierson, in the driveway of their home in the New York suburb of 
Selden. “I told him I wanted him to kill my father because my 
father had sexually and physically abused me,” the girl said. Pica 
said he hid behind a tree and fired a -22-calibre rifle at Pierson 
'when he left for work. “He feU to the ground,” Pica said. *T 
walked ovef to hbn and pumped four more rounds into his body. 
Then I went to school.” The judge said he would consider placing 
Ms. Pierson on probation, in which case she would not go to jail. 
He said Pica would get between 8K and 25 years in prison. 

Thieves steal couturier’s collection 


MILAN, Italy (R) — Thieves have stolen Italian couturier 
Krizia’s entire 1987-88 autumn winter collection, the fashion 
bouse has said. A spokeswoman said the thieves broke into the 
main Krizia showroom in Milan on Monday night and made off 
with some 1,600 garments worth about 800 million lire ($615,000). 
The collection was presented at the Milan fashion shows earlier 
this month. The spokeswoman said it was feared black marketeers 
intended to flood the market with cheap copies. “The biggest risk 
is that the people who commissioned the theft will enter the 
market before us with thousands of imitations,” the spokes- 
woman said. 


1,388 Americans imprisoned abroad 

WASHINGTON (AP) — More than 1,300 Americans are locked 
up in foreign jails, and the State Department says it is unable to 
ensure humane treatment for some of them. At the end of last 
year, 1,388 Americans in 79 natiora were serving sentences or 
awaiting trial on charges ranging from border jumping to murder, 
according to a recent State Department report. One-third of the 
prisoners were jailed for drug offenses. Mexico, with 313 
Americans in jad, led the list followed by West Germany with 
266, Canada with 163 and Britain with 88. 
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WESTWARD HO! 

By B«nk Harrington 
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abort 

15 Or. Mars 

16 Saloon 

20 Camp sight 

21 Scraps 

27 Gunmen Ft. 


Diagramless 

ACROSS 
1 Perform 

4 Golf goal 

5 Lofty nest var. 

6 Ship's curved 
timber 

7 — and hearty 
11 Depot: ebbr. 

14 “Bus Stop" 

playwright 

16 Very Hack 
poetically 

17 Fomai wear 

20 King’s titia 

21 Capricorn 
author 


(wWi94A) 

45 Don 

46 Comet 
51 B ever ag e s 
54 Periods of 

depression . 
56 Gaefic aaa god 


00 wheels 

78 Add prefix ■ 

79 Ydcafon native 

81 M8d expletive 

82 Hawfcahaws 

83 Bat wood 
85 Alan 


19 X 21, by Neil Me Carthy 


24 Give an 
account 

26 Forsaken old 
style 

27 VM 

29 Ms Bognokl 

38 — reflet 

31 Sassy 

32 Holy women: 
obbr. 

33 Sort or sour 

34 VknMa 
MOW 

35 Literary 
miseeilny 


36 Foatfike pert 

37 Picture 
puzzle 

40 Touch Rgbtly 

43 Residue 

44 Br. composer 
46 Deuce topper 
48 Unadorned 
SOSdrop 

51 Alts. 

52 Algerian port 

53 Beaver or 
Jonas 

54 Beginner: var. 
56 H o ydens 


110 Nigerians 

111 Inmate 

113 •'The Greatest” 

115 Blackbird 

116 Study mom 


59 Capricorn 
actress 

62 Eve's son 

64 SchatMe 

65 Sew socks 

66 Eur. capital 

67 Pod item 

68 Mountain In 
Thessaly 

89 Measures of 
w e i ght atobr. 

70 Eya - 

71 Formerly 

72 Sounds of 
hesitation 


Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Once hot dice, thrown In big gome, then grown cold, roust be called ice 
cubes. 

2. Neat boy bays need yawl at dealer's new boatyard, sails away in 
sonnet. 

3. Torrid climate and tempera to res desiccate oar normal plants. 

4. A wily pawnbroker is simply a poor man’s banker. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. ROAL HOG MY RlIOTBYI LNOT REALES T. 

MVL, LS I.YFF LSY ROW LIVLN, EL 

BYLK PYKK COIHPG CYFASUY W. — By Leu Sherry 

2. U AHDUDQHDE QTMIMI MJ NKSD OLRT 

ASN QUIK TSISTTSI UTS QUEESZ GL 

UQGMYS ZRGO. —By Barbara J. Riu(j{ 

3. TONCXF, EGO PIF X O I N G, ETON SEGA 
FOINL. YJ1Y KE POM F IGM YNIAOMF KIG 


REYJ RKCGA YOINL 


— By Alvin B. Lebnr 


4. UR UFHFULZ FILHGL FEPP FUYNG U 
PIN E R NEBC I'RZ Bl'NGLEliPy, 

—By Ed Hnddfotan 
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